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We’re on Instagram @westbourne.primary

Wall of Wonders Display
Congratulations to Ollie in Y3 Mersey Class for having used his HPL skills (see below) to produce some
insightful geography work, demonstrating a clear understanding of questioning as a key geographical
disciplinary skill. His work is now proudly displayed on our Wall of Wonders outside of Mr Miracapillo’s
office - well done, Ollie!
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Y6 Sleepover and Fun Friday
Last Thursday 18th September 2025 saw the start of the Year 6s’ two very exciting days of fun, fun, fun!
To kick it all off, there was obviously the legendary Westbourne Sleepover to enjoy! Children arrived back
at the school gates at 6pm… but not for more work luckily! The evening was spent having fun at
school…playing outside as dusk fell, singing songs, toasting marshmallows around the campfire, watching
a fantastic film and eating pizza and other tasty treats. Then finally, it was time to snuggle down into
sleeping bags for a night of fun-filled dreams…it was a cosy fit for the boys in the New Hall, whilst the
girls could ‘starfish’ to their hearts’ content in the Old Hall!

The next morning (after an impressive night’s sleep… with plenty of wriggling!), the children tucked into
a hearty breakfast before a day of excitement at school like they had never experienced before! They had
the most fantastic time breaking a code to launch the day, then working together in teams to create
team names and logos on T-shirts, headbands and sheets… and then came the challenge of building
structures on which to hang their wares! Following the opportunity of being able to make their own
lunches (strange sandwich combinations for some!) and refuelling with various snacks, the Y6 teams -
with painted faces at the ready - prepared for the biggest ever Water Fight known to Westbourne… and
boy-oh-boy did they all get wet… as did we…so much for a Safe Zone, kids?!! Watching the children
throughout the day, it was evident that they all had a blast! Well done Year 6… it was a true pleasure!

Jolly Phonics Workshop
Thank you to all the parents who came to our Parent Workshop to find out more about Phonics in
Year 1, it was great to see so many of you. The slides will be added to our website under ‘Parents-
Workshop resources’. Our phonic page - in the Parents section of the website
(https://www.westbourne.sutton.sch.uk/phonics/ ) - has also been updated with new videos and
the newly animated Jolly Phonic songs. Also check out the ‘Phonic games’ page in the children’s
section where you can revisit the sounds the children have been learning at school. Please let us
know if we can add any other games that might help to this page.

We look forward to seeing our Reception parents at the Reception workshop for Phonics on
Thursday 2nd October at 2:30pm.

https://www.westbourne.sutton.sch.uk/phonics/
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A Day in the Life of a WWII Evacuee – Year 5 Experience
As part of our ‘Turning Points’ history topic, Year 5 had an unforgettable day stepping into the
shoes of children during World War II. Dressed as evacuees, the children took part in a range of
immersive activities designed to help them understand what life was like during this important
period in history.

After carefully creating their own identity labels, the children ‘boarded the train’ and travelled to
the ‘Village Hall’ (aka the Ritchie Room!), where they waited anxiously to be chosen by host
families—including the unforgettable Farmer Regan, the extremely stern-faced Mrs Owen, the
rather particular Mrs Rondeau, the very fussy Miss Herriett, and their ever-hopeful wartime
teacher, Mrs Rozario!

Throughout the day, the children showed great empathy and maturity as they explored the
experiences of wartime evacuees. Discussions around what they might have packed in their
suitcases sparked some thoughtful and creative ideas, and it was wonderful to see such
intellectual curiosity and collaboration.

We’re so proud of the effort everyone put into the day—from costumes and participation to the
respectful way they engaged with this sensitive topic. A huge thank you to all the staff and
families who helped make this experience so special and meaningful.
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Children and Friendships – Webinar for Parents
Making relationships with other children is one of the prime purposes of the educational system.
Particularly in lower key stages, the social aspect of schools is vital to the socialisation of children at
important points of their lives. Properly socialised children make for properly socialised adults, who in turn
make excellent citizens in later life. That being said, for some children it may be easier said than done.
Navigating the topsy-turvy of these nascent relationships is not for the faint hearted, yet it must be done.
ACAMH Learn has produced a webinar with Dr. Eileen Kennedy-Moore to explore some of the ways this can
be helped. You can watch the webinar HERE.

Online Safety: How to manage in-game spending
In-game spending can be problematic with some children and young people. The urgency to level up, to
look unique, to be better than your friends, and to top all this off the persuasive techniques that games
companies use.

Internet Matters have an excellent guide for parents which includes:

• How do children spend money while gaming.

• How does in-game currency work.

• The benefits and risks

• Supporting resources, and more.

You can view the guide HERE.

https://acamhlearn.org/Learning/12_Ways_to_Help_Your_Child_Make_Friends/09c3dce7-6ada-4c93-8872-00118c4f46ce
https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/by-activity/online-money-management-guide/in-game-spending/
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We’re a Voice 21 Oracy School!
Voice 21 is the national charity that advocates for and supports schools in delivering a high-quality
oracy education. In continuing our relationship with Voice 21 for another year, we are part of a
network of over 1,100 Voice 21 Oracy Schools across the UK that are transforming teaching and
learning through talk.

Why oracy matters?

Oracy is articulating ideas, developing understanding and engaging with others through speaking,
listening and communication.

We actively invest teaching time into creating "talk-rich" classrooms, valuing every student voice,
boosting confidence, and preparing our students for their futures.

● Speaking and listening skills are critical foundations for reading and writing.

● Students with better oral language skills are more likely to achieve the highest grades in
GCSE Maths and English.

● Young people with good communication skills are less likely to have mental health
difficulties.

By teaching students to become effective speakers and listeners, we empower them to understand
themselves, each other, and the world around them better.

Why are we a Voice 21 Oracy School?

As a Voice 21 Oracy School, we are placing oracy at the heart of our teaching and learning across all
subject areas enabling students to develop and deepen their knowledge and understanding through
talk in the classroom.

In Voice 21 Oracy Schools:

● 89% of students agree/strongly agree that speaking and listening has helped them make
progress with their school work.

● 77% of teachers said that oracy had boosted attainment.

● 96% of teachers said that oracy is an essential part of teaching and learning.

Find out more about oracy and Voice 21 here

https://voice21.org/
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School Council’s Best Behaviours
In our first school assembly, we have reminded the children about our new ‘School Council’s Best
Behaviours’. A big thank you to our School Council, led by Mrs Bolton, for updating the new Behaviours for
children at school to follow. ‘Pupil Voice’ is a large part of school life at Westbourne; here is a perfect
example!
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HPL at Westbourne

As a re-accredited HPL World Class School (https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/westbourne-primary-
school/UploadedDocument/013b69d7-a2ed-4e8b-a945-632118753e46/newsletter-11th-july-2025.pdf ), we will
continue to optimise and systematise HPL at Westbourne (for children, staff and parents, too) as members of the
prestigious HPL Fellowship and Global Community.

If you are new to the school and/or wish to find out more about HPL, please find below a couple of posters
summarising the HPL skills; you can also find more information by clicking on our website’s HPL navigation tab:
https://www.westbourne.sutton.sch.uk/topic/hpl

There is also a wealth of assemblies on HPL competencies on the school website: https://westbourne-primary-
school.primarysite.media/playlist/school-assemblies-spring-term-2021

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/westbourne-primary-school/UploadedDocument/013b69d7-a2ed-4e8b-a945-632118753e46/newsletter-11th-july-2025.pdf
https://www.westbourne.sutton.sch.uk/topic/hpl
https://westbourne-primary-school.primarysite.media/playlist/school-assemblies-spring-term-2021
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Weekly Attendance

This Week’s 
Overall 

Attendance
Attendance is very good 
again this week, averaging 
at 96.2%. Let’s keep it up!

Class %

Ember 94.2

Thames 96.7

Avon 95.0

Cherwell 91.3

Waveney 94.2

Ribble 97.5

Eden 98.8

Beverley 100.0

Mole 98.7

Mersey 97.4

Kennet 93.6

Fleet 97.5

Lea 94.2

Tay 98.3

Dart 99.6

Medway 97.5

Tyne 94.2

Tweed 97.5

Trent 94.6

Derwent 93.8

Wandle 96.3
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Online Safety – TikTok

Important online safety information about TikTok from The National Online Safety:
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/
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Let’s Focus on Art – The Westbourne Gallery
As you may be aware, a couple of years ago we invested in a wonderful Art Gallery at school: many
beautiful paintings (quality prints on canvas, despite some children still asking whether they are the
originals…) are adorning the walls of the New Build staircase.
This week, we are focusing on: The Arnolfini Portrait, by Jan van Eyck, The Netherlands – 15th Century.
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Education Wellbeing Service FREE Webinars
The SWLSTG Education Wellbeing Service is offering lunchtime and evening parent Webinars across the 
year to help support your child’s wellbeing and mental health. 

You can sign up to any of their free webinars by copying these URL’s: 

Primary Years:
https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/primary-parents-nhs-wellbeing-workshops-682309?utm-
campaign=social&utm-content=creatorshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=odclsxcollection&utm-
source=cp&aff=escb

https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/primary-parents-nhs-wellbeing-workshops-682309?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=creatorshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=odclsxcollection&utm-source=cp&aff=escb
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Education Wellbeing Service FREE Webinars
The SWLSTG Education Wellbeing Service is offering lunchtime and evening parent webinars across the 
year to help support your child’s wellbeing and mental health. 

You can sign up to any of their free webinars by copying these URL’s: 

Early Years:
https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/early-years-parents-nhs-wellbeing-workshops-3573849?utm-
campaign=social&utm-content=creatorshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=odclsxcollection&utm-
source=cp&aff=escb

Primary Years:
https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/primary-parents-nhs-wellbeing-workshops-682309?utm-
campaign=social&utm-content=creatorshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=odclsxcollection&utm-
source=cp&aff=escb

https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/early-years-parents-nhs-wellbeing-workshops-3573849?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=creatorshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=odclsxcollection&utm-source=cp&aff=escb
https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/primary-parents-nhs-wellbeing-workshops-682309?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=creatorshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=odclsxcollection&utm-source=cp&aff=escb
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Dates for your diary (please also check the Calendar on the website)

Class of the week
Congratulations to the following classes:

Infants: Y2 Eden Class
Juniors: Y6 Derwent Class

for their excellent behaviour! Eden Class will have
access to the ‘Top Fun Bus’ whilst Derwent Class
can go on the ‘Trim Trail’ or – if wet - use the School
Council’s Drawing Box!

Lunchtime Awards

Y2 Beverley Class (Infants) and Y4 Dart Class
(Juniors) for showing great manners in the
dinner hall at lunchtime! Beverley Class will have
the privilege of dining at the very special ‘top
table’ in the hall, whereas Wandle Class have
exclusive access to the Reading Shed.

Autumn Term 2025

Parent/Teacher Consultation Wednesday 22nd October at 3:40pm – 6:20pm

Parent/Teacher Consultation Thursday 23rd October at 3:40pm – 6:20pm

Headteacher’s Award

HPL focus: VAAs

Nursery: Isabel
Avon: Maya
Ember: Kelsang
Thames: Reuben
Cherwell: Lenny
Ribble: Sophie
Waveney: Ava
Beverley: Jonathan
Eden: Ella
Mole: Aathav
Fleet: David
Kennet: Maddison

Mersey: Ethan
Dart: Freya
Lea: Kornelia
Tay: Daniel
Medway: Caleb
Tweed: Jaiden
Tyne: Anvisha
Derwent: Jaiden
Trent: Aadhy
Wandle: Zachary


