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Y1 Creation Treasure Hunters Workshop
What a fantastic experience the Year 1 children had on Tuesday at the Creation Treasure Hunters
Workshop. They were so engaged and enjoyed all the activities. They created beautiful jewels to
represent each day of the Christian creation story. They also retold the story using props and were
wonderful actors!

Sutton Schools, who ran the experience, mentioned how impressed they were with all the children and
their behaviour throughout the workshops.
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TFL Y6 Presentation Workshop
On Friday 23rd October, the Year 6 children enjoyed an in-school presentation on safe and responsible
travel, delivered by Corinna who is part of the Transport for London team. It was a fun and interactive
afternoon in which the children learnt many important lessons about travelling throughout the borough,
and indeed, throughout London, designed to educate them about personal safety, respect, responsibility
and awareness both on and around public transport as they now become increasingly independent. The
lively multimedia presentation featured fast moving video clips with pop soundtracks alongside photos to
illustrate each point, followed by very lively, entertaining and informative discussions, as you can imagine!

As expected, the children engaged willingly and intelligently, and are all now far more aware about
journey planning and active travel; the use of ZIP cards; travelling behaviour codes and consequences;
safe waiting and standing points; how to get help if needed; the dangers of underground tracks; how to
use escalators carefully; respecting drivers and staff; priority seats; graffiti and vandalism; suspicious
packages; dealing with uncomfortable situations; peer pressure and making smart decisions, and overall
respect and citizenship…it was a jam-packed afternoon of PSHCE learning as you can see!

Well done to all of the Year 6 children for engaging so brilliantly and treating our visitor with respect…as
always, we are proud of you all!

Happy Diwali to your community
During our Wednesday assemblies, we learnt about the Festival of Lights, where the children were
reminded about the magical Hindu story of Prince Rama and Princess Sita. We discussed how Prince
Rama was a HPL champion who showed resilience, confidence and empathy whilst on his epic
adventures. We then sang ‘This Little Light of Mine’ to fit in with the theme of light overcoming darkness.
The children have been encouraged to ask their classmates how they might be celebrating Diwali from
creating vibrant Rangoli patterns to sharing delicious sweets with loved ones. We love how diverse our
community is at Westbourne, and we wish everyone celebrating a bright and peaceful Diwali!
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Black History Month 2026 – Honouring Our Communities
This year, our school has been proudly exploring Black History Month, with the theme
‘Honouring Our Communities’. Each year group has studied an inspirational individual, learning
about their lives, achievements and the barriers they faced and overcame.

As part of our learning, the children reflected on the High Performance Learning (HPL) skills and
attributes that helped these individuals to succeed, considering how qualities such as resilience,
empathy, perseverance and critical thinking can help us all overcome challenges and make a
positive difference.

We are incredibly proud of the curiosity, thoughtful discussions and genuine empathy shown by
our children. They have demonstrated not only intelligence in their learning, but also a growing
understanding of the importance of celebrating diversity, recognising others' contributions and
honouring the communities we are all part of.
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Dutch Students Visit
This week, we have received a visit from a group of students (and their tutors) from MBO College
in The Netherlands; they are studying to become Nursery Nurses and Learning Support
Assistants. They were all extremely impressed by our children: their impeccable behaviour and
courtesy, their confidence, their HPL skills and - of course - the high standards of teaching and
learning at Westbourne. They will go back home with lots of ideas to improve their practice.
Thank you for visiting us! Dank je wel en tot ziens!

Speak Out Stay Safe
Westbourne is taking part in the NSPCC Speak Out Stay Safe campaign. On Monday, the school
will be running an assembly and a follow-up lesson with all children to educate them on the
importance of their rights to safety. More information can be found on their website:
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/services/speak-out-stay-safe

https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/services/speak-out-stay-safe
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Harvest Collection – Thank you!
Thank you to all of the families who brought in donations for Sutton Night Watch as part of our Harvest
celebrations today. I am overwhelmed by your generosity and feel so proud of how we have shown
Concern for Society by supporting our local community. Steve, who came to collect our donations, said
that Westbourne is known as ‘the school who fill the van with donations’ - what a legacy to hold! Thanks
to you, we have made a huge difference in our community today and alleviated some of the stress that
comes with economic instability. The children have celebrated their altruism this morning but their
donations wouldn’t be possible without their parents, so I’d like to thank you very much. I’m so grateful
for your support for this cause. May our legacy continue!

Miss Herriett



6th November 2026

WFA Little Recyclers
Fantastic news!

Thanks to the incredible support of our whole school community, we are delighted to share the final
results:

Weight Collected: 496 kg

Funds Raised: £223.20

We would like to thank everyone who helped make this such a successful fundraising effort.

Thank you

WFA
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Odd Socks Day
We'll be kicking off our anti-bullying week with Odd Socks Day on Monday 16th November.
Please help us to celebrate by wearing odd socks to school with your normal school uniform. If
it's your PE day, wear them with your PE kit. Wearing odd socks helps to demonstrate how our
differences make us unique and that we should be proud of what makes us stand out. Speaking
of standing out, we want to see your wackiest odd socks so be bold and brightly coloured!
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Winter School Uniform – Autumn 2
A reminder that children are now expected to wear the full winter uniform, i.e.: Black School shoes,
Cardigans (Navy), Jumper (Navy), School tie (which can be purchased at the school's office), Grey
shorts/trousers, Navy/Grey skirts or pinafore dresses, White shirt/blouse. The P.E. kit uniform (to be
worn on P.E. days) comprises of: plain white T-shirt (with or without Westbourne logo), loose-fitting
navy shorts (tight cycling/lycra-style shorts are not suitable or appropriate), navy jogging bottoms,
school jumper and a pair of trainers. https://www.westbourne.sutton.sch.uk/school-uniform/ Please
remember to name ALL uniform items!

Road Safety and Parking – Be Patient!
In order to safeguard all children, parents and the wider
community, it is vital that we are all extremely careful when
driving, riding or scooting near the school. Please be also
considerate when parking at pick-up or drop-off times, so as
to protect everyone. Finally, do not park in front of residents’
garages and properties, and keep the allotment entrance on
Collingwood Road clear at all times. Thank you!

Christmas Concerts Dates – December 2026
Please find below the dates for our wonderful Christmas concerts.

A reminder not to take photos and/or videos of children during the performances – thank you.

Monday 7th Tuesday 8th Wednesday 9th Thursday 10th Friday 11th

1:45pm –

2:25pm

Y3/4 concert 

to parents

9:05am –

9:45am 

Y3/4 concert 

to parents

9:15am – 10am

Reception 

performance

2pm – 2:45pm

KS1 

Performance

9:15am – 10am

KS1 

Performance

2:40pm –

3:15pm

Y5/6 concert 

to parents

10:15am –

10:55am

Y5/6 concert 

to parents

2pm – 2:45pm

Reception 

performance

Monday 14th Tuesday 15th Wednesday 16th

7pm – 8pm

Y5/6 Production to parents

7pm – 8pm

Y5/6 Production to parents

10:30am – 11am

Nursery AM singalong 

(N.H.) to parents

2pm – 2:30pm

Nursery PM singalong 

(N.H.) to parents

https://www.westbourne.sutton.sch.uk/school-uniform/
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We’re a Voice 21 Oracy School!
Voice 21 is the national charity that advocates for and supports schools in delivering a high-quality
oracy education. In continuing our relationship with Voice 21 for another year, we are part of a
network of over 1,100 Voice 21 Oracy Schools across the UK that are transforming teaching and
learning through talk.

Why oracy matters?

Oracy is articulating ideas, developing understanding and engaging with others through speaking,
listening and communication.

We actively invest teaching time into creating "talk-rich" classrooms, valuing every student voice,
boosting confidence, and preparing our students for their futures.

● Speaking and listening skills are critical foundations for reading and writing.

● Students with better oral language skills are more likely to achieve the highest grades in
GCSE Maths and English.

● Young people with good communication skills are less likely to have mental health
difficulties.

By teaching students to become effective speakers and listeners, we empower them to understand
themselves, each other, and the world around them better.

Why are we a Voice 21 Oracy School?

As a Voice 21 Oracy School, we are placing oracy at the heart of our teaching and learning across all
subject areas enabling students to develop and deepen their knowledge and understanding through
talk in the classroom.

In Voice 21 Oracy Schools:

● 89% of students agree/strongly agree that speaking and listening has helped them make
progress with their school work.

● 77% of teachers said that oracy had boosted attainment.

● 96% of teachers said that oracy is an essential part of teaching and learning.

Find out more about oracy and Voice 21 here

https://voice21.org/
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School Council’s Best Behaviours
In our first school assembly, we have reminded the children about our new ‘School Council’s Best
Behaviours’. A big thank you to our School Council, led by Mrs Bolton, for updating the new Behaviours for
children at school to follow. ‘Pupil Voice’ is a large part of school life at Westbourne; here is a perfect
example!
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HPL at Westbourne

As a re-accredited HPL World Class School (https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/westbourne-primary-
school/UploadedDocument/013b69d7-a2ed-4e8b-a945-632118753e46/newsletter-11th-july-2025.pdf), we will
continue to optimise and systematise HPL at Westbourne (for children, staff and parents, too) as members of the
prestigious HPL Fellowship and Global Community.

If you are new to the school and/or wish to find out more about HPL, please find below a couple of posters
summarising the HPL skills; you can also find more information by clicking on our website’s HPL navigation tab:
https://www.westbourne.sutton.sch.uk/topic/hpl

There is also a wealth of assemblies on HPL competencies on the school website: https://westbourne-primary-
school.primarysite.media/playlist/school-assemblies-spring-term-2021

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/westbourne-primary-school/UploadedDocument/013b69d7-a2ed-4e8b-a945-632118753e46/newsletter-11th-july-2025.pdf
https://www.westbourne.sutton.sch.uk/topic/hpl
https://westbourne-primary-school.primarysite.media/playlist/school-assemblies-spring-term-2021
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HPL – Autumn Term at Westbourne

The children have already started reflecting on HPL skills during our first-day assembly, especially focusing on ‘HPL
Princess’ Amy Hunt – they were very quick to recognise the many HPL skills she has been perfecting in her career!

In the Autumn Term, children will be focusing on ‘How to behave’ (technically called VAAs – Values, Attitudes and
Attributes). They will be practising how to be:

Empathetic Elephants (Collaboration, Confidence and Concern for society)

Hard-working Hedgehogs (Practice, Perseverance and Resilience)

Agile Alligators (Enquiring, Open Minded, Risk-taking and Creative & Enterprising)

Here below you can find the posters that the children have designed!
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Poppy Appeal - Extras

Thank you to those who have already bought a poppy and donated to this amazing charity.

There are now other items available to purchase: Snapbands, Poppy Reflectors and
Wristbands, ALL PRICED AT £2 EACH. If you would like to buy one, the School Council will be
selling them next week. Please note… there is limited stock, so get them while you can!

Thank you again for your support!

The School Council
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Weekly Attendance

This Week’s 
Overall 

Attendance
Attendance has slightly 
improved this week, 
averaging at 94.4%. Lots of 
children still ill. Let’s get it 
higher next week!

Class %

Avon 91.4%

Ember 97.3%

Thames 82.0%

Cherwell 97.3%

Ribble 97.0%

Waveney 95.7%

Beverley 93.0%

Eden 96.3%

Mole 96.7%

Fleet 98.7%

Kennet 96.3%

Mersey 89.3%

Dart 96.5%

Lea 86.7%

Tay 97.0%

Medway 99.3%

Tweed 96.7%

Tyne 97.7%

Derwent 87.0%

Trent 96.7%

Wandle 94.0%
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Children’s Wellbeing – Developing Healthy Sleeping Habits

Important information about Developing Healthy Sleeping Habits from The National Online Safety:
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/
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Is My Child too Ill for School?

Dear Parent/Carer,

Thank you for your efforts in ensuring your child is attending school every day. You will have seen from
the weekly attendance figures in our Friday newsletter that the current percentages are very
encouraging. As you know, regular attendance is crucial for children's education, socialising and overall
well-being, including their economic prosperity and long-term health.

As we begin the countdown to Christmas, we’re at a potential crunch point. Flu season is starting
already, and post-Autumn-half term has consistently been where we see the school's attendance drop –
mostly because of illness. We want to ensure attendance stays high throughout the winter months, so as
to benefit the children's learning and their experience of school life, minimising disruption for them,
their classmates, their teachers, and the school community.

In light of this, please find below a useful guide from the NHS, detailing different conditions and their
impact on attendance.

Thank you

Westbourne Attendance Team
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Illness and Attendance
Is my child too ill for school?

It can be tricky deciding whether or not to keep your child off school when they're unwell.

There are government guidelines for schools and nurseries about managing specific infectious
diseases at GOV.UK. These say when children should be kept off school and when they shouldn't.
Please click here to view the government guidelines.

We aim for all children’s attendance to be 96% and above. When it falls below 90% we have a legal
duty to inform the Local Authority which then triggers an investigation by the Education Welfare
Service. When a child’s attendance falls below 90%, there is a serious risk of underachievement.

Support Your Child to Succeed in School
Help your child understand that school is their very first job! Make great school attendance a priority for
your child. Talk to your child about the importance of daily attendance in every class and how it
contributes to his/her learning.

The Power of a Strong Start and Finish to the Week

– Don’t Skip Mondays or Fridays

Mondays/Fridays represent each a significant fifth of the learning week, and missing half a
Monday/Friday every fortnight adds up to a tenth of the entire school year. It's not just about
consolidating lessons but also fostering social connections and a culture of belonging.

Let's make the most of these moments – starting a new topic, reviewing lessons, engaging with peers,
and participating in school activities. By collectively emphasizing a strong start and a strong finish to
each week, we contribute to a more enriching educational experience for all at Westbourne

Developing Good Habits
Support your child in practicing good daily habits, such as:

• Finishing homework and placing it in his/ her backpack;

• Laying out clothes and the school reading book in the evening;

• Maintaining a regular bedtime for a good night's sleep;

• Leaving early enough in the morning to get to school on time;

• Turning off electronic devices one hour before bedtime.

Contact the school in the morning to communicate your child’s absence.

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
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For Parents and Carers – Talking About AI With Children
From Alan Mackenzie – Online Safety Expert

Artificial intelligence is becoming an increasingly familiar part of children's lives, whether that's through
chatbots, homework tools, games or the apps they use every day.

As AI becomes more common, it's important that children understand both what it can do and where its
limitations lie.

Internet Matters has produced a useful Talking About AI guide for families, with age-appropriate
conversation starters and activities to help parents explore AI with their children. The guide encourages
families to talk about how AI works, question the information it produces, consider privacy and develop
healthy habits when using AI tools.

It's a practical resource for parents who may not feel particularly confident about AI themselves but want
to help their children use it safely and responsibly.

Link:

Internet Matters – Talking About AI: A Guide for Families

https://www.internetmatters.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/AI_conversation_guide_for_families_Internet_Matters_2026.pdf
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Dates for your diary (please also check the Calendar on the website)

Class of the week
Congratulations to the following classes:

Infants: Y2 Eden Class
Juniors: Y6 Wandle Class

for their excellent behaviour! Eden Class will have
access to the ‘Top Fun Bus’ whilst Wandle Class can
go on the ‘Trim Trail’ or – if wet - use the School
Council’s Drawing Box!

Lunchtime Awards

Y1 Waveney Class (Infants) and Y5 Tweed Class
(Juniors) for showing great manners in the
dinner hall at lunchtime! Waveney Class will
have the privilege of dining at the very special
‘top table’ in the hall, whereas Tweed Class have
exclusive access to the Reading Shed.

Autumn Term 2026

Thursday 12th November Individual and Siblings Photo

Friday 13th November Children in Need

Friday 20th November WFA Mufti Day

Headteacher’s Award

Infants HPL focus: VAAs                                
Juniors HPL Focus: Meta-thinking

Nursery AM: Rohaan
Nursery PM: Freddy
Avon: Garo
Ember: Harrison
Thames: Amal
Cherwell: Shay
Ribble: Harley
Waveney: Jiyansh
Beverley: Adrian
Eden: Steven
Mole: Michael
Fleet: Brisa

Kennet: Sofia
Mersey: Lulu
Dart: Timothy
Lea: Yufus
Tay: David
Medway: Mithun
Tweed: Yasmin
Tyne: Tudor
Derwent: Anvisha
Trent: Asia
Wandle: Millie

Smart Award
Congratulations to the following children for 

looking smart in their uniform around the school! 

Avon: Otis
Ember: Kayson
Thames: Renzo
Cherwell: Tayson
Ribble: Rayaan
Waveney: Yukun
Beverley: Christian
Eden: Maadhav
Mole: Aaradhana
Fleet: Brooklyn
Kennet: Joshua

Mersey: Sienna
Dart: Chenxi
Lea: Ananya
Tay: Georgi
Medway: Michelle 
Tweed: Alex
Tyne: Elaine
Derwent: Mia
Trent: Tashya
Wandle: Viraj


