
19th September 2025
We’re on Instagram @westbourne.primary

Wall of Wonders Display
Congratulations to Mia in Y1 Waveny Class and Alan in Y3 Kennet Class for having used their HPL skills
(see below) to produce some lovely artwork, which is now proudly displayed on our Wall of Wonders
outside of Mr Miracapillo’s office - well done!
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Y6 Sleepover
The Y6 children have enjoyed a wonderful sleepover and ‘Fun Day’ – making
memories lasting a lifetime. More news next week – watch this space!

Y6 Leavers’ and WFA Book Fair event – Thank you!
Thank you to all the parents and carers who attended our highly successful Book Fair and Pre-
loved Uniform Sale on Wednesday.

The Book Fair raised £746.96 in cash plus £755.06 on the card reader… the school will received
40% of the profits – that’s amazing!

WFA also raised £180.40 for the school from sale of second-hand uniforms and pre-loved books.
Thank you so much to all the parents who helped and supported the event. We are delighted to
have new parents amongst the volunteers!

A big shout out to Alina, Chloe, Domaine, Heidi, Irina, Sofia, Susan Morgan, Yana, Ying.

Also to Sophie from Y6 Committee for co-ordinating the cake sale along with Banu, Geegee,
Heshani Homaira, Maathu and all the parents who donated delicious cakes.

We couldn’t have done it without you!
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Road Safety and Parking – Be Patient!
In order to safeguard all children, parents and the wider
community, it is vital that we are all extremely careful when
driving, riding or scooting near the school. Please be also
considerate when parking at pick-up or drop-off times, so as
to protect everyone. Finally, do not park in front of residents’
garages and properties. Thank you!
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Online Safety: Chatbots and Children
The social media sphere has recently gained a new tool in their battle for youth engagement - the chatbot.
Chat bots are not particularly new, but the sophistication of their governing algorithms is. These
applications are designed to keep people engaged with artificially generated responses. Responses
formulated based on the information the user puts into them. This can create a self-reinforcing effect,
where the chatbot continually increases the user's convictions in the truth of their own inputs. False
information, reinforcement of poor choices and self-manipulation are common issues with this emerging
software. The Children's Society has recently published an article on the issue which you can find here:

https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/what-we-do/blogs/chatbots-and-children

Fake Celebrity Chatbots - Harmful Content
Following on from the update above, chatbots continue to hit the headlines with more and more research
showing the very significant concerns. The Center for Countering Digital Hate (CCDH) released a big report
in August (link HERE) where a large scale safety test on ChatGPT was carried out with some alarming
findings related to mental health, eating disorders and substance abuse with over half of the 1200
responses from ChatGPT gave harmful advice.

Following on from that, in September Sky reported on some research carried out by ParentsTogether and
Heat Initiative with the CharacterAI bot where, during 50 hours of testing accounts registered to children
aged 13-17 they found almost 700 harmful/dangerous interactions. Some of the bots on CharacterAI
replicate a real or imaginary real person (e.g. a movie star), therefore adding an extra layer of
realism/complexity.

There is a significant parasocial relationship concern here: if children and young people form a relationship
with the bot, and that bot is giving harmful/dangerous advice, the consequences don't need explaining.

The link to the Sky News article is HERE.

Roblox Update
As the most popular game on the planet with children, Roblox gets a lot of coverage and understandably
so. It's an amazing platform to explore but it isn't without its faults, some of which are very significant. In
April 2025 Revealing Reality carried out an investigation into Roblox due to serious concerns of what
children were experiencing within the game (link HERE). In September they carried out a follow-up
investigation to see what, if anything had changed.

In short, quite a lot has changed, such as:

• Adjustments to content maturity ratings.

• ID verification for certain games and experiences.

• Stricter moderation

• Enhanced parental controls.

These are good but, according to Revealing Reality, they don't go far enough. There are still workarounds
and very significant concerns. It's worth having a read of the full report which you can find HERE.

https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/what-we-do/blogs/chatbots-and-children
https://counterhate.com/research/fake-friend-chatgpt/
https://news.sky.com/story/fake-celebrity-chatbots-among-those-sending-harmful-content-to-children-every-five-minutes-13424865?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://think.revealingreality.co.uk/roblox-updated


19th September 2025

We’re a Voice 21 Oracy School!
Voice 21 is the national charity that advocates for and supports schools in delivering a high-quality
oracy education. In continuing our relationship with Voice 21 for another year, we are part of a
network of over 1,100 Voice 21 Oracy Schools across the UK that are transforming teaching and
learning through talk.

Why oracy matters?

Oracy is articulating ideas, developing understanding and engaging with others through speaking,
listening and communication.

We actively invest teaching time into creating "talk-rich" classrooms, valuing every student voice,
boosting confidence, and preparing our students for their futures.

● Speaking and listening skills are critical foundations for reading and writing.

● Students with better oral language skills are more likely to achieve the highest grades in
GCSE Maths and English.

● Young people with good communication skills are less likely to have mental health
difficulties.

By teaching students to become effective speakers and listeners, we empower them to understand
themselves, each other, and the world around them better.

Why are we a Voice 21 Oracy School?

As a Voice 21 Oracy School, we are placing oracy at the heart of our teaching and learning across all
subject areas enabling students to develop and deepen their knowledge and understanding through
talk in the classroom.

In Voice 21 Oracy Schools:

● 89% of students agree/strongly agree that speaking and listening has helped them make
progress with their school work.

● 77% of teachers said that oracy had boosted attainment.

● 96% of teachers said that oracy is an essential part of teaching and learning.

Find out more about oracy and Voice 21 here

https://voice21.org/
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School Council’s Best Behaviours
In our first school assembly, we have reminded the children about our new ‘School Council’s Best
Behaviours’. A big thank you to our School Council, led by Mrs Bolton, for updating the new Behaviours for
children at school to follow. ‘Pupil Voice’ is a large part of school life at Westbourne; here is a perfect
example!
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HPL at Westbourne

As a re-accredited HPL World Class School (https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/westbourne-primary-
school/UploadedDocument/013b69d7-a2ed-4e8b-a945-632118753e46/newsletter-11th-july-2025.pdf ), we will
continue to optimise and systematise HPL at Westbourne (for children, staff and parents, too) as members of the
prestigious HPL Fellowship and Global Community.

If you are new to the school and/or wish to find out more about HPL, please find below a couple of posters
summarising the HPL skills; you can also find more information by clicking on our website’s HPL navigation tab:
https://www.westbourne.sutton.sch.uk/topic/hpl

There is also a wealth of assemblies on HPL competencies on the school website: https://westbourne-primary-
school.primarysite.media/playlist/school-assemblies-spring-term-2021

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/westbourne-primary-school/UploadedDocument/013b69d7-a2ed-4e8b-a945-632118753e46/newsletter-11th-july-2025.pdf
https://www.westbourne.sutton.sch.uk/topic/hpl
https://westbourne-primary-school.primarysite.media/playlist/school-assemblies-spring-term-2021
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Weekly Attendance

This Week’s 
Overall 

Attendance
Attendance has improved  
this week, averaging at 
96.2%. Let’s get keep it up 
next week!

Class %

Ember 97.2

Thames 98.6

Avon 95.5

Cherwell 92.4

Waveney 95.7

Ribble 98.7

Eden 96.3

Beverley 97.3

Mole 99.0

Mersey 96.0

Kennet 97.2

Fleet 95.0

Lea 92.3

Tay 93.3

Dart 98.0

Medway 97.3

Tyne 95.3

Tweed 96.7

Trent 95.7

Derwent 96.0

Wandle 97.0
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Online Safety – How to Combat Online Bullying

Important online safety information about How to Combat Online Bullying from The National Online Safety:
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/
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Let’s focus on Art – The Westbourne Gallery

As you may be aware, a few years ago we invested in a wonderful Art Gallery at school: many beautiful
paintings (quality prints on canvas, despite some children still asking whether they are the originals…) are
adorning the walls of the New Build staircase.
This week, we are focusing on: Adoration of theMagi, by Gentile da Fabriano, Italy – 15th Century.
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Education Wellbeing Service FREE Webinars
The SWLSTG Education Wellbeing Service is offering lunchtime and evening parent Webinars across the 
year to help support your child’s wellbeing and mental health. 

You can sign up to any of their free webinars by copying these URL’s: 

Primary Years:
https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/primary-parents-nhs-wellbeing-workshops-682309?utm-
campaign=social&utm-content=creatorshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=odclsxcollection&utm-
source=cp&aff=escb

https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/primary-parents-nhs-wellbeing-workshops-682309?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=creatorshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=odclsxcollection&utm-source=cp&aff=escb
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Education Wellbeing Service FREE Webinars
The SWLSTG Education Wellbeing Service is offering lunchtime and evening parent webinars across the 
year to help support your child’s wellbeing and mental health. 

You can sign up to any of their free webinars by copying these URL’s: 

Early Years:
https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/early-years-parents-nhs-wellbeing-workshops-3573849?utm-
campaign=social&utm-content=creatorshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=odclsxcollection&utm-
source=cp&aff=escb

Primary Years:
https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/primary-parents-nhs-wellbeing-workshops-682309?utm-
campaign=social&utm-content=creatorshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=odclsxcollection&utm-
source=cp&aff=escb

https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/early-years-parents-nhs-wellbeing-workshops-3573849?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=creatorshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=odclsxcollection&utm-source=cp&aff=escb
https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/primary-parents-nhs-wellbeing-workshops-682309?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=creatorshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=odclsxcollection&utm-source=cp&aff=escb
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Dates for your diary (please also check the Calendar on the website)

Class of the week
Congratulations to the following classes:

Infants: Y1 Ribble Class
Juniors: Y4 Lea Class

for their excellent behaviour! Ribble Class will have
access to the ‘Top Fun Bus’ whilst Lea Class can go
on the ‘Trim Trail’ or – if wet - use the School
Council’s Drawing Box!

Lunchtime Awards

Y1 Waveney Class (Infants) and Y6 Derwent Class
(Juniors) for showing great manners in the
dinner hall at lunchtime! Waveney Class will
have the privilege of dining at the very special
‘top table’ in the hall, whereas Derwent Class
have exclusive access to the Reading Shed.

Autumn Term 2025

INSET Day – school closed to children Friday 26th September 

Parent/Teacher Consultation Wednesday 22nd October at 3:40pm – 6:20pm

Parent/Teacher Consultation Thursday 23rd October at 3:40pm – 6:20pm

Headteacher’s Award

HPL focus: VAAs

Avon: Leo
Ember: Hoda
Thames: Willow
Cherwell: Annie
Ribble: Tyler
Waveney: Jess
Beverley: Mohit
Eden: Colby
Mole: Violet
Fleet: Maryam
Kennet: Krish

Mersey: Molly 
Dart: Aryen
Lea: Tawonga
Tay: Lottie
Medway: Vaishnavi
Tweed: Aaron
Tyne: Zariyah
Derwent: Everyone
Trent: Everyone
Wandle: Everyone

Smart Award
Congratulations to the following children for 

looking smart in their uniform around the school! 

Cherwell: Nathan
Ribble: Adrian
Waveney: Amelia
Beverley: Beila
Eden: Adhrit
Mole: Rajveer
Fleet: Theekshan
Kennet: Alan
Mersey: Ethan 

Dart: Aryen
Lea: Konstantin 
Tay: Asher
Medway: Advik
Tweed: Monica
Tyne: Zayn
Derwent: Maryam
Trent: Eghosa
Wandle: Edosa


