
2nd October 2026
We’re on Instagram @westbourne.primary

Wall of Wonders Display
Congratulations to Haizel in Y1 Ribble Class and Ayan in Y5 Tweed Class for having used their HPL skills
(see below) to produce some lovely artwork. Their pieces are now proudly displayed on our Wall of
Wonders outside of Mr Miracapillo’s office - well done!
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Y5 Evacuee Day
A day in the life…WorldWar 2 at Westbourne!

Last week, we were transported back in time to 1939, when the city children had to be evacuated to the
countryside because of World War 2. On Friday, the children arrived at school dressed as excited
evacuees - suitcase in hand. During a class discussion, the children shared five items that they had
brought in from home and explained why they were important to them. Then, we travelled by train to
Devon and ended up in the local village hall, where the luckiest children were picked by the host families.
These families were awfully picky! Next, using a recipe based on ration guidelines, we baked jam tarts.
The children mixed the ingredients together, made their tart pastry and spooned in some jam to create
their delicious treats - YUM! Finally, they finished off the day by considering what they would pack as
evacuees, adhering to the rules whilst also packing some home comforts. They drew pictures and wrote
about their choices in beautiful handwriting. The children were extremely vocal about how much they
had enjoyed the day, even the strict teaching! Thank you to the parents and children for your excellent
effort and enthusiasm. Well done, Year 5!
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Year 1 Scooter Training (Week 2) 

This week saw our Year 1 children take part in week two of Scooter training. 54 children have now
completed the two-day course,- a magnificent achievement and wonderful to watch in action.

The children set such a wonderful example of how they listen, learn and achieve - this mentioned by all
the instructors that led the children over the two weeks.

I’d like to thank all the children for being such brilliant role models even at such a young age, and you -
our parents - for the continued support.

We look forward to our Year 2 Scooter training starting on Monday 2nd November. Places are still
available and the course is completely free - so please do sign up.

Mr Jiggins
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Parent/Teacher Consultation - onsite
We will be running YR (Reception) - Y6 (no Nursery) Parent/Teacher consultation meetings onsite on
Wednesday 21st and Thursday 22nd October 2024 at 3:40pm - 6:20pm. We will be using the new Arbor
Parent Portal for bookings, which will be live on Wednesday 7th October at 8:30pm – and will close on
Wednesday 14th October at 12am. Please ensure you book your slot so that you can have an opportunity
to discuss your child’s progress so far this year, as well as a chance to peruse your child’s work in books.

New Arbor Parent Portal
We are excited to share the news that Westbourne is moving to Arbor for parent communications.

Initially we will be using Arbor for messaging, Parent Teacher consultation bookings and for you to
report your child’s absence to us.

You will have received an email inviting you to register with the Arbor Parent Portal. Once completed,
you will be able to download the Arbor Parent App to your smartphone or tablet.

The guidance notes to support you were sent by email and can also be found on our website, under the
Parents tab: https://www.westbourne.sutton.sch.uk/page/?title=Arbor&pid=184.

As Parents Consultations will be held before October half term, we strongly recommend that you
activate your account as soon as possible so that you are ready to book an appointment once they are
available.

https://www.westbourne.sutton.sch.uk/page/?title=Arbor&pid=184
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We’re a Voice 21 Oracy School!
Voice 21 is the national charity that advocates for and supports schools in delivering a high-quality
oracy education. In continuing our relationship with Voice 21 for another year, we are part of a
network of over 1,100 Voice 21 Oracy Schools across the UK that are transforming teaching and
learning through talk.

Why oracy matters?

Oracy is articulating ideas, developing understanding and engaging with others through speaking,
listening and communication.

We actively invest teaching time into creating "talk-rich" classrooms, valuing every student voice,
boosting confidence, and preparing our students for their futures.

● Speaking and listening skills are critical foundations for reading and writing.

● Students with better oral language skills are more likely to achieve the highest grades in
GCSE Maths and English.

● Young people with good communication skills are less likely to have mental health
difficulties.

By teaching students to become effective speakers and listeners, we empower them to understand
themselves, each other, and the world around them better.

Why are we a Voice 21 Oracy School?

As a Voice 21 Oracy School, we are placing oracy at the heart of our teaching and learning across all
subject areas enabling students to develop and deepen their knowledge and understanding through
talk in the classroom.

In Voice 21 Oracy Schools:

● 89% of students agree/strongly agree that speaking and listening has helped them make
progress with their school work.

● 77% of teachers said that oracy had boosted attainment.

● 96% of teachers said that oracy is an essential part of teaching and learning.

Find out more about oracy and Voice 21 here

https://voice21.org/
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School Council’s Best Behaviours
In our first school assembly, we have reminded the children about our new ‘School Council’s Best
Behaviours’. A big thank you to our School Council, led by Mrs Bolton, for updating the new Behaviours for
children at school to follow. ‘Pupil Voice’ is a large part of school life at Westbourne; here is a perfect
example!



2nd October 2026

HPL at Westbourne

As a re-accredited HPL World Class School (https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/westbourne-primary-
school/UploadedDocument/013b69d7-a2ed-4e8b-a945-632118753e46/newsletter-11th-july-2025.pdf), we will
continue to optimise and systematise HPL at Westbourne (for children, staff and parents, too) as members of the
prestigious HPL Fellowship and Global Community.

If you are new to the school and/or wish to find out more about HPL, please find below a couple of posters
summarising the HPL skills; you can also find more information by clicking on our website’s HPL navigation tab:
https://www.westbourne.sutton.sch.uk/topic/hpl

There is also a wealth of assemblies on HPL competencies on the school website: https://westbourne-primary-
school.primarysite.media/playlist/school-assemblies-spring-term-2021

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/westbourne-primary-school/UploadedDocument/013b69d7-a2ed-4e8b-a945-632118753e46/newsletter-11th-july-2025.pdf
https://www.westbourne.sutton.sch.uk/topic/hpl
https://westbourne-primary-school.primarysite.media/playlist/school-assemblies-spring-term-2021
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HPL – Autumn Term at Westbourne

The children have already started reflecting on HPL skills during our first-day assembly, especially focusing on ‘HPL
Princess’ Amy Hunt – they were very quick to recognise the many HPL skills she has been perfecting in her career!

In the Autumn Term, children will be focusing on ‘How to behave’ (technically called VAAs – Values, Attitudes and
Attributes). They will be practising how to be:

Empathetic Elephants (Collaboration, Confidence and Concern for society)

Hard-working Hedgehogs (Practice, Perseverance and Resilience)

Agile Alligators (Enquiring, Open Minded, Risk-taking and Creative & Enterprising)

Here below you can find the posters that the children have designed!
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Every Day Attendance Matters!
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Weekly Attendance

This Week’s 
Overall 

Attendance
Attendance has improved 
this week, averaging at 
96.5%. Keep it up!

Class %

Avon 96.1%

Ember 97.7%

Thames 99.3%

Cherwell 95.3%

Ribble 95.0%

Waveney 96.0%

Beverley 98.0%

Eden 94.3%

Mole 95.7%

Fleet 96.6%

Kennet 98.0%

Mersey 95.7%

Dart 98.0%

Lea 97.0%

Tay 99.0%

Medway 97.3%

Tweed 97.0%

Tyne 97.0%

Derwent 95.0%

Trent 94.0%

Wandle 95.7%
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Online Safety – Snapchat

Important online safety information about Snapchat from The National Online Safety:
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/
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Anger Management in Children
From Alan Mackenzie – Online Safety Expert

Every year many thousands of children are referred to Childline for anger issues. Anger management in
children is one of the top mental health concerns in childcare. Anger and the ability to control it are key
skills of adulthood. Violent thoughts frequently bubble underneath human interactions. Anger is the
quickest way for those thoughts to become reality. For this reason it is tightly regulated in our society.
Children must learn to overcome anger so that they do not fall a foul of strict controls on violent conduct.
However, this is difficult for children to learn to manage since anger is remarkably powerful. Yet as parents
and teachers there is no choice but to teach them to reign these emotions in. This can be hard knowledge
to impart, but the NSPCC has produced helpful resources to aid you in that vital mission. If interested,
please follow the link below:

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/arguments-conflict-family-tension

Online Safety: A Guide to Navigate Social Media Safely
From Alan Mackenzie – Online Safety Expert

This is a fantastic guide from the Center for Countering Digital Hate (CCDH), it goes into lots of detail and
I'm sure parents will find it interesting and useful. The guide goes into areas such as:

• How social media platforms and algorithms operate.

• The various types of harms that children may experience.

• Practical advice and guidance.

• Supporting resources.

You can download the guide HERE.

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/arguments-conflict-family-tension
https://counterhate.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/CCDH-2024-Parents-guide-FINAL-1.pdf
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iOS 27 Child Safety Features
From Alan Mackenzie – Online Safety Expert

If your child uses an iPhone or iPad, Apple's latest software includes a number of new parental-control and
safety features.

These include improved Screen Time controls, limits across categories of apps, website controls and
additional Communication Safety protections.

The short video below provides a useful overview, while Apple's own guidance explains how parents can set
up and manage the controls in more detail.

Links:

YouTube – iOS 27 child safety features

Apple – Child Safety

Apple Support – Screen Time and parental controls

Supporting Children with Additional Needs 

When Something Goes Wrong Online
From Alan Mackenzie – Online Safety Expert

Children with additional needs may not always recognise when an online situation has become unsafe, or
they may find it difficult to explain what has happened.

They may also communicate distress differently, become overwhelmed by questions or worry about losing
access to a device or online activity that is particularly important to them.

This short video gives parents practical advice on supporting a child calmly when something has gone
wrong online and helping them feel able to share what has happened.

Link:

YouTube – Supporting children with additional needs when something goes wrong online

youtube.com/watch?si=JJ6b5OrrmOEbBCHY&utm_source=chatgpt.com&v=mHXELsEResE&feature=youtu.be
https://www.apple.com/uk/child-safety/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://support.apple.com/en-gb/108806?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?si=Gp6G7CoOGGzefxDf&utm_source=chatgpt.com&v=l8_ExwGDZhA&feature=youtu.be
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Online Safety – Staying Safe While Gaming

From Alan Mackenzie – Online Safety Expert

For Parents and Carers –Online games can be a great way for children to play and socialise, but as we know
many games now include messaging, voice chat, purchases and interaction with people they do not know
offline.

Ofcom’s Parents Power Up guidance gives families a simple framework built around Check, Chat and
Change — checking account details and settings, talking about who children play with and changing safety
or parental controls where needed.

Ofcom – Parents Power Up: Helping Your Child Stay Safe While Gaming Online

https://www.ofcom.org.uk/online-safety/protecting-children/parents-power-up-how-you-can-help-your-child-stay-safe-while-gaming-online
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Dates for your diary (please also check the Calendar on the website)

Class of the week
Congratulations to the following classes:

Infants: Y2 Beverley Class
Juniors: Y5 Medway Class

for their excellent behaviour! Beverley Class will
have access to the ‘Top Fun Bus’ whilst Medway
Class can go on the ‘Trim Trail’ or – if wet - use the
School Council’s Drawing Box!

Lunchtime Awards

Y1 Waveney Class (Infants) and Y3 Fleet Class
(Juniors) for showing great manners in the
dinner hall at lunchtime! Waveney Class will
have the privilege of dining at the very special
‘top table’ in the hall, whereas Fleet Class have
exclusive access to the Reading Shed.

Autumn Term 2026

Y6 Bikeability Week beginning on 19th October

Parent/Teacher Consultation Wednesday 21st October between 3:40pm – 6:20pm

Parent/Teacher Consultation Thursday 22nd October between 3:40pm – 6:20pm

Half Term Break Monday 26th – Friday 30th October

Headteacher’s Award

HPL focus: VAAs

Cherwell: Pavlo
Ribble: Kai
Waveney: Isaac
Beverley: Maya
Eden: Abhay-Ram
Mole: Sienna
Fleet: Mia
Kennet: Andrew
Mersey: Lilly

Dart: Kylo
Lea: Qadam
Tay: Krish
Medway: Asher
Tweed: Amiru
Tyne: Mia
Derwent: Sumithran
Trent: Sara
Wandle: Adrian

Smart Award
Congratulations to the following children for 

looking smart in their uniform around the school! 

Cherwell: Leandro
Ribble: Gaia
Waveney: Mia
Beverley: Victor
Eden: Raphael
Mole: Nathan
Fleet: Isaiah
Kennet: Avyaan
Mersey: Hosanna

Dart: Ollie
Lea: Aesir
Tay: Magilan
Medway: Jayden     
Tweed: Charlie
Tyne: Yan
Derwent: Sumithran
Trent: Asia
Wandle: Akaran


