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Wall of Wonders Display
Congratulations to Carolyn in Y6 Derwent Class and to Ibraheem in Y6 Wandle Class for having used their
HPL skills (see below) to produce some stunning artwork at the beginning of the year. Their work is now
proudly displayed on our Wall of Wonders outside of Mr Miracapillo’s office - well done!
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Y6 Sleepover and Fun Friday
Last Thursday 17th September 2026 saw the start of the Year 6s’ two very exciting days of fun, fun, fun!
To kick it all off, there was obviously the legendary Westbourne Sleepover to enjoy! Children arrived back
at the school gates at 6pm… but not for more work luckily! The evening was spent having fun at
school…playing outside as dusk fell, singing songs, toasting marshmallows around the campfire, watching
a fantastic film and eating pizza and other tasty treats. Then finally, it was time to snuggle down into
sleeping bags for a night of fun-filled dreams!

The next morning (after a fairly impressive night’s sleep… with plenty of wriggling!), the children tucked
into a hearty breakfast before a day of excitement at school like they had never experienced before! They
had the most fantastic time breaking a code to launch the day, then working together in teams to create
team names and logos on T-shirts, headbands and sheets… and then came the challenge of building
structures on which to hang their wares! Following the opportunity of being able to make their own
lunches (strange sandwich combinations for some!) and refuelling with various snacks, the Y6 teams -
with painted faces at the ready - prepared for the biggest ever Water Fight known to Westbourne… and
boy-oh-boy did they all get wet… as did we…so much for a Safe Zone, kids?!! Watching the children
throughout the day, it was evident that they all had a blast! Well done Year 6… it was a true pleasure!

Nursery and Reception – what a great start!
A very warm welcome to all our new Nursery and Reception children and their families! We are incredibly
proud of how well the children have settled into their new classes and routines and of the fantastic start
they have made.

It has been wonderful to see their confidence grow each day as they make new friends, explore their new
surroundings and enjoy all the exciting learning opportunities on offer. We are looking forward to sharing a
happy and successful year together, filled with learning, laughter and lots of special memories!
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Curriculum Overviews
This week, we shared with you your child's Autumn Curriculum Overview. This document outlines the
key learning experiences, knowledge and skills your child will be developing over the coming weeks.

Across the school, our Autumn curriculum is designed to support children as they settle into their new
routines, build positive relationships and engage in a broad range of exciting learning opportunities.
Each year group has carefully planned activities that nurture personal development, promote curiosity
and lay strong foundations for progress throughout the year.

We encourage you to take some time to read through your child's overview so you can see what they
will be exploring in each subject area. This will help you to talk with your child about their learning and
celebrate the new things they discover.

If you have any questions about the curriculum or how best to support your child at home, please
speak to your class teacher who will be happy to help.

Thank you for your continued support.

Junior Assembly – Dolly Parton Day
This morning, the KS2 children enjoyed a fun assembly about the incredible Dolly Parton as it is ‘Dolly
Day’ today (a nod to her famous song 9 to 5 if written as an American date!)!

Dolly Parton was a famous country music singer, guitarist, actor, author and businesswoman. Aside
from her stage and screen achievements, Parton was involved in many other projects such as
Dollywood, Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library, writing books and Philanthropy. Dolly created the
Dollywood Foundation in 1988 with the aim of inspiring children in her home county to achieve
educational success. Later, in 1995, the foundation began Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library. This book-
gifting programme sends a free book every month to children from birth to age five around the world.
As of August 2026, over 300 million free books have been gifted overall to inspire a love of reading in
children…impressive stuff! She was also known as a philanthropist who helped a lot of people in need-
she gave $500 to Tennessee students who finished high school to encourage them not to leave early;
she donated $1m to research for a COVID-19 vaccine and she also donated $1m to Hurricane Helene
relief efforts in East Tennessee.

Dolly Parton died at the age of 80 on 25th August 2026 in Nashville, Tennessee. She is remembered for
her contributions to music, film, stage, literature and charitable endeavours… what a lot of HPL skills on
show! Here at Westbourne, we finished our assembly with a gorgeous rendition of ‘9 to 5’ by Darla in
Year 6…what a talent… and a little sing-a-long of our own!
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Year 1 Scooter Training in action! 
This week was the start of Scooter training at Westbourne! Proud to inform you that we are the pilot
school (the very first school in Sutton to offer infant children this type of training).

Day one of the course provides the children with playground games; improving and developing control
and skill - great fun and an imperative session before the second day of learning. Day two of the course
and the children start to become street and road aware. The children learn how to scoot safely, start to
understand how to cross a road safely with an adult whilst also keeping themselves and other
pedestrians safe as they move along the footpaths.

It has been a brilliant week - this fantastic two day course has highlighted how much the children have
learnt, the important life skills to keep them safe and the fun had by all too.

As parents, please continue to work with your child(ren) in reinforcing their learning as they hopefully
continue to scoot to and from school.

We look forward to another Year 1 scooter training course next week.

Thank you for your continued support.

Mr Jiggins
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We’re a Voice 21 Oracy School!
Voice 21 is the national charity that advocates for and supports schools in delivering a high-quality
oracy education. In continuing our relationship with Voice 21 for another year, we are part of a
network of over 1,100 Voice 21 Oracy Schools across the UK that are transforming teaching and
learning through talk.

Why oracy matters?

Oracy is articulating ideas, developing understanding and engaging with others through speaking,
listening and communication.

We actively invest teaching time into creating "talk-rich" classrooms, valuing every student voice,
boosting confidence, and preparing our students for their futures.

● Speaking and listening skills are critical foundations for reading and writing.

● Students with better oral language skills are more likely to achieve the highest grades in
GCSE Maths and English.

● Young people with good communication skills are less likely to have mental health
difficulties.

By teaching students to become effective speakers and listeners, we empower them to understand
themselves, each other, and the world around them better.

Why are we a Voice 21 Oracy School?

As a Voice 21 Oracy School, we are placing oracy at the heart of our teaching and learning across all
subject areas enabling students to develop and deepen their knowledge and understanding through
talk in the classroom.

In Voice 21 Oracy Schools:

● 89% of students agree/strongly agree that speaking and listening has helped them make
progress with their school work.

● 77% of teachers said that oracy had boosted attainment.

● 96% of teachers said that oracy is an essential part of teaching and learning.

Find out more about oracy and Voice 21 here

https://voice21.org/
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School Council’s Best Behaviours
In our first school assembly, we have reminded the children about our new ‘School Council’s Best
Behaviours’. A big thank you to our School Council, led by Mrs Bolton, for updating the new Behaviours for
children at school to follow. ‘Pupil Voice’ is a large part of school life at Westbourne; here is a perfect
example!
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HPL at Westbourne

As a re-accredited HPL World Class School (https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/westbourne-primary-
school/UploadedDocument/013b69d7-a2ed-4e8b-a945-632118753e46/newsletter-11th-july-2025.pdf), we will
continue to optimise and systematise HPL at Westbourne (for children, staff and parents, too) as members of the
prestigious HPL Fellowship and Global Community.

If you are new to the school and/or wish to find out more about HPL, please find below a couple of posters
summarising the HPL skills; you can also find more information by clicking on our website’s HPL navigation tab:
https://www.westbourne.sutton.sch.uk/topic/hpl

There is also a wealth of assemblies on HPL competencies on the school website: https://westbourne-primary-
school.primarysite.media/playlist/school-assemblies-spring-term-2021

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/westbourne-primary-school/UploadedDocument/013b69d7-a2ed-4e8b-a945-632118753e46/newsletter-11th-july-2025.pdf
https://www.westbourne.sutton.sch.uk/topic/hpl
https://westbourne-primary-school.primarysite.media/playlist/school-assemblies-spring-term-2021
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HPL – Autumn Term at Westbourne

The children have already started reflecting on HPL skills during our first-day assembly, especially focusing on ‘HPL
Princess’ Amy Hunt – they were very quick to recognise the many HPL skills she has been perfecting in her career!

In the Autumn Term, children will be focusing on ‘How to behave’ (technically called VAAs – Values, Attitudes and
Attributes). They will be practising how to be:

Empathetic Elephants (Collaboration, Confidence and Concern for society)

Hard-working Hedgehogs (Practice, Perseverance and Resilience)

Agile Alligators (Enquiring, Open Minded, Risk-taking and Creative & Enterprising)

Here below you can find the posters that the children have designed!
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Every Day Attendance Matters!
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Weekly Attendance

This Week’s 
Overall 

Attendance
Attendance has somewhat 
dropped this week, 
averaging at 96.1%. Let’s 
get it higher again next 
week!

Class %

Avon 94.8%

Ember 93.3%

Thames 96.7%

Cherwell 95.0%

Ribble 94.7%

Waveney 99.3%

Beverley 98.0%

Eden 98.0%

Mole 95.7%

Fleet 97.2%

Kennet 94.8%

Mersey 96.3%

Dart 96.0%

Lea 98.7%

Tay 95.5%

Medway 95.3%

Tweed 98.3%

Tyne 99.7%

Derwent 96.0%

Trent 94.6%

Wandle 91.4%
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Online Safety – Building Emotional Resilience

Important online safety information about Building Emotional Resilience from The National Online Safety:
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/
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Online Safety – Online Harm Groups

From Alan Mackenzie – Online Safety Expert

CEOP Education has produced new guidance to help parents understand online harm groups and how
children can become drawn into them.

These groups may initially appear friendly or supportive before introducing secrecy, pressure, harmful
challenges, threats or blackmail. The guidance explains some of the warning signs parents can look for and,
importantly, how to respond calmly if they are worried about their child.

CEOP – What Are Online Harm Groups?

https://www.ceopeducation.co.uk/parents/articles/online-harm-groups/
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Dates for your diary (please also check the Calendar on the website)

Class of the week
Congratulations to the following classes:

Infants: Y1 Cherwell Class
Juniors: Y3 Mersey Class

for their excellent behaviour! Cherwell Class will
have access to the ‘Top Fun Bus’ whilst Mersey
Class can go on the ‘Trim Trail’ or – if wet - use the
School Council’s Drawing Box!

Lunchtime Awards

Y2 Eden Class (Infants) and Y4 Tay Class (Juniors)
for showing great manners in the dinner hall at
lunchtime! Eden Class will have the privilege of
dining at the very special ‘top table’ in the hall,
whereas Tay Class have exclusive access to the
Reading Shed.

Autumn Term 2026

YR (Reception) Phonics Meeting for Parents Thursday 1st October at 2:30pm

Y6 Bikeability Week beginning on 19th October

Parent/Teacher Consultation Wednesday 21st October between 3:40pm – 6:20pm

Parent/Teacher Consultation Thursday 22nd October between 3:40pm – 6:20pm

Half Term Break Monday 26th – Friday 30th October

Headteacher’s Award

HPL focus: VAAs

Cherwell: Zarina
Ribble: Kymani
Waveney: Hadi
Beverley: Eni
Eden: Maryam
Mole: Matas
Fleet: Uyiosa
Kennet: Elena
Mersey: Ohanna

Dart: Cici
Lea: Queenie
Tay: Elena
Medway: Kaden
Tweed: Rion
Tyne: Cora
Derwent: Ollie
Trent: Marley  
Wandle: Regan

Smart Award
Congratulations to the following children for 

looking smart in their uniform around the school! 

Cherwell: Atlas
Ribble: Shreyas
Waveney: Aiden
Beverley: Evelyn
Eden: Steven
Mole: Ella
Fleet: Mason
Kennet: Benjamin
Mersey: Evelyn

Dart: Molly
Lea: Prisha
Tay: Hasim
Medway: Aamira
Tweed: Khadiza
Tyne: Logan
Derwent: Olivia
Trent: Aaric
Wandle: Kimi


