
11th September 2026

Reading for pleasure 
We know how important it is to cultivate a love of reading at home and at school, but books can be
expensive! As we introduce a new list of recommended reading for each year group, we have had a
look at how to expand our children’s book shelves without breaking the bank. The library is a great
source of free books, but we appreciate that not everyone is able to visit frequently.

If you would like a purchase books at home, we recommend World of Books
(https://www.worldofbooks.com/en-gb ). They sell well looked after, second hand books at a much
more affordable price point. You can also sell your used books to continue the cycle!

Alternatively, Vinted (available as an app or a website) also features used books sold by independent
sellers. You could even start a book club with families from your year group, buying a couple of books
each and swapping once you’ve finished with them.

Please share any other recommendations with other parents, as we want reading to be affordable as
well as enjoyable!

We’re on Instagram @westbourne.primary

WFA Book Fair
New Hall - Wednesday 16th September 3.15pm - 4.15pm

3 books for the price of 2…cheapest book free!

It’s that time of year again! The Book Fair is a ‘One Night Only’ event so make sure you pop along and
restock your home bookshelves in preparation for the new academic year! Like last year, there is an
exciting 3 for 2 offer on all new books – what a bargain!

We are taking card payments in addition to cash, so do come along after school or after club and
encourage your children to spend their hard-earned pocket money!

https://www.worldofbooks.com/en-gb
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Y5 Bikeability
Our very first full week back at school of the 2026/2027 academic year and lots of our Year 5 children
have already completed the Level 1 & 2 Bikeability course! The children have demonstrated their
control on the playground and then further developed their skills and learning by cycling on the local
roads, using clear and proper road signals and signs.

Very well done to all the children who have completed the course this week - a great start to Year 5!

A big thank you to Mrs Aysel for her support, cycling and joining in with the children to enable every
child has access to the course - cycling safely in the process.

We look forward to our next training in the coming weeks: Year 1 Scooter training.

Mr Jiggins
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Little People Big Dreams Books
As you probably recall from previous newsletters, in the last few years we have significantly invested in
the inspiring Little People, BIG DREAMS book collection for our school. These beautifully illustrated
biographies introduce children to the lives of remarkable people from a wide range of backgrounds
who have gone on to achieve extraordinary things. Through these stories, we hope to inspire our pupils
to dream big, develop aspirations for their future, and recognise that determination, resilience and
self-belief can help them achieve their goals.

I would like to thank Rhea and Hafsa (Y6 Trent Class) for pro-actively volunteering to optimise and
systematise (using their HPL skills) our wonderful collections for children to enjoy!
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London RISE Open Education Fortnight
We are delighted to announce that we have been selected – again - to be part of London RISE (Regional
Improvement for Standards and Excellence) Open Education Fortnight Encore 2026. We are one of
approximately one hundred London schools opening their doors to other education professionals to share
strong practice around one or more of the four national educational priorities: attendance, attainment,
best start in life and mainstream inclusion.

Our workshops will focus on: Creating a Culture of Attendance. We look forward to welcoming many
school leaders to Westbourne!

More information is on our website: https://www.westbourne.sutton.sch.uk/rise-open-education-
fortnight-encore/

https://www.westbourne.sutton.sch.uk/rise-open-education-fortnight-encore/
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We’re a Voice 21 Oracy School!
Voice 21 is the national charity that advocates for and supports schools in delivering a high-quality
oracy education. In continuing our relationship with Voice 21 for another year, we are part of a
network of over 1,100 Voice 21 Oracy Schools across the UK that are transforming teaching and
learning through talk.

Why oracy matters?

Oracy is articulating ideas, developing understanding and engaging with others through speaking,
listening and communication.

We actively invest teaching time into creating "talk-rich" classrooms, valuing every student voice,
boosting confidence, and preparing our students for their futures.

● Speaking and listening skills are critical foundations for reading and writing.

● Students with better oral language skills are more likely to achieve the highest grades in
GCSE Maths and English.

● Young people with good communication skills are less likely to have mental health
difficulties.

By teaching students to become effective speakers and listeners, we empower them to understand
themselves, each other, and the world around them better.

Why are we a Voice 21 Oracy School?

As a Voice 21 Oracy School, we are placing oracy at the heart of our teaching and learning across all
subject areas enabling students to develop and deepen their knowledge and understanding through
talk in the classroom.

In Voice 21 Oracy Schools:

● 89% of students agree/strongly agree that speaking and listening has helped them make
progress with their school work.

● 77% of teachers said that oracy had boosted attainment.

● 96% of teachers said that oracy is an essential part of teaching and learning.

Find out more about oracy and Voice 21 here

https://voice21.org/
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School uniform
Children can wear their summer school uniform until October Half Term (black school shoes/plain
black trainers), no tie, white polo shirt, blue and white checked dress). Please refer to our website:
https://westbourne-primary-school.secure-primarysite.net/school-uniform/ . We will insist on black
school shoes/plain black trainers being worn with uniform, and trainers on PE Day only.

No jewellery is permitted (apart from stud earrings and a watch – no smart watches please).

Drop-off and Pick-up 

Please be on time
Thank you for your co-operation at drop-off and pick-up times: the children (especially younger ones)
are adapting to coming into school quickly and independently from their new gates. A reminder that
KS1/2 children can arrive between 8:35am and 8:40am. You may have noticed that we have been
opening the gates a couple of minutes earlier to help ease congestion. KS1 and KS2 will finish at
3:15pm. The gates arrangements are published on the website in the tab: Newsletters. Please
continue to be punctual and swift at drop-off and pick-up times. We kindly request that parents
minimise congestion around the school site and are considerate when dropping off and picking up
their child(ren): the gates are usually very busy – we need everyone’s help! Thank you.

https://westbourne-primary-school.secure-primarysite.net/school-uniform/
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Clubs

Our ever-popular and extremely well-attended clubs will start on Monday 14th September - our club
timetables were sent out last week, along with important information about booking logistics . As per
last year, there will be two separate timetables: an Infant Club timetable and a Junior Club timetable.

1) An INFANT ONLY timetable (the infant clubs will run on a half- term basis over three half terms -
Autumn Term 1, Autumn Term 2 and Spring Term 1 for the first half of the year). This means that the
children will have the opportunity to attend three different clubs led by the three class teachers in your
child's year group.

2) A JUNIOR ONLY timetable which will very much follow the same layout as previous years and will run
across the whole term rather than on a half-termly basis like infant clubs.

Please note:

• Out-of-hours clubs require you to complete the online permission slip in order to attend;

• A Parentmail Form was sent out on Tuesday 8th September between 8:00pm and 9pm.

• Clubs will start next week - w/b 14th September - and will end in the w/e 27th November (no clubs in
the week 19th – 23rd October due to parents evening).

P.E.
We will continue with the current P.E. arrangements; on
P.E. days only, the children must come into school wearing
their Westbourne P.E. kit (in which they will stay all day).
The school's P.E. kit comprises of: a plain white T-shirt
(with or without Westbourne logo), loose-fitting navy
shorts (tight cycling/lycra-style shorts are not suitable or
appropriate), navy jogging bottoms, school jumper and a
pair of trainers. The P.E. Days Timetable has been sent out
via Parentmail and published on the website.

Important Change in School Communication to Parents
As of next week, we will be sending messages by email to your email accounts directly
(rather than through the ParentMail App or a ParentMail email).

Please can you kindly update your email address(es) and telephone number(s) should they
have changed, so that we hold an accurate record of your contact details. Please email the
school office at: office@westbourne.sutton.sch.uk

Finally, a reminder that the school must always hold at least 2 emergency contacts for
pupils. Thank you very much for your co-operation on this important matter!

mailto:office@westbourne.sutton.sch.uk
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Attendance 

Attendance is mandatory (and a parental duty)
– we expect all children to be at school, unless
they are unwell. Attendance is vital for the
children’s education, socialising and overall
well-being, including their economic
prosperity and long-term health – children
benefit hugely from being at school.

Care plans
If you son/daughter has a Care Plan in
school - and there have been any
changes during the summer break,
please can you inform the School Office.

Reporting absences

Please remember to report any absences to the
Office (by phone, parentmail or email) especially if
you know of any planned absences.

Please report the absence every day unless an
agreed number of days has been stated previously.

School Office
We kindly request that you email or phone
the school office with your enquiries, rather
than calling in, especially at busy times in
the morning and afternoon – thank you.

Scooter/Bicycle Park

Please remember to lock any scooters or
bicycles in the scooter park as we had
unfortunate incidents in the past; the school
cannot accept responsibility for any lost,
stolen or damaged items.

Healthy snacks at playtime

Infant children are provided with a piece of fruit
at breaktime (National Fruit Scheme). Junior
children would benefit from bringing a snack
from home, as they are generally hungry by
morning break. Please make sure it is a healthy
snack (fruit is best – grapes cut in half please),
and NOT biscuits, chocolate, crisps, etc.

Also, NO nut-containing products in their packed
lunch, please; we are an allergy-aware school.
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School Council’s Best Behaviours
In our first school assembly, we have reminded the children about our new ‘School Council’s Best
Behaviours’. A big thank you to our School Council, led by Mrs Bolton, for updating the new Behaviours for
children at school to follow. ‘Pupil Voice’ is a large part of school life at Westbourne; here is a perfect
example!
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HPL at Westbourne

As a re-accredited HPL World Class School (https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/westbourne-primary-
school/UploadedDocument/013b69d7-a2ed-4e8b-a945-632118753e46/newsletter-11th-july-2025.pdf), we will
continue to optimise and systematise HPL at Westbourne (for children, staff and parents, too) as members of the
prestigious HPL Fellowship and Global Community.

If you are new to the school and/or wish to find out more about HPL, please find below a couple of posters
summarising the HPL skills; you can also find more information by clicking on our website’s HPL navigation tab:
https://www.westbourne.sutton.sch.uk/topic/hpl

There is also a wealth of assemblies on HPL competencies on the school website: https://westbourne-primary-
school.primarysite.media/playlist/school-assemblies-spring-term-2021

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/westbourne-primary-school/UploadedDocument/013b69d7-a2ed-4e8b-a945-632118753e46/newsletter-11th-july-2025.pdf
https://www.westbourne.sutton.sch.uk/topic/hpl
https://westbourne-primary-school.primarysite.media/playlist/school-assemblies-spring-term-2021
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HPL – Autumn Term at Westbourne

The children have already started reflecting on HPL skills during our first-day assembly, especially focusing on ‘HPL
Princess’ Amy Hunt – they were very quick to recognise the many HPL skills she has been perfecting in her career!

In the Autumn Term, children will be focusing on ‘How to behave’ (technically called VAAs – Values, Attitudes and
Attributes). They will be practising how to be:

Empathetic Elephants (Collaboration, Confidence and Concern for society)

Hard-working Hedgehogs (Practice, Perseverance and Resilience)

Agile Alligators (Enquiring, Open Minded, Risk-taking and Creative & Enterprising)

Here below you can find the posters that the children have designed!
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Every Day Attendance Matters!
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Weekly Attendance

This Week’s 
Overall 

Attendance
Attendance has started 
brilliantly – with this week, 
averaging at 97.5%. Keep it 
up!

Class %

Cherwell 96.0%

Ribble 98.0%

Waveney 98.0%

Beverley 95.5%

Eden 96.6%

Mole 96.7%

Fleet 99.3%

Kennet 96.7%

Mersey 96.9%

Dart 100%

Lea 98.3%

Tay 99.0%

Medway 99.0%

Tweed 99.3%

Tyne 96.0%

Derwent 97.3%

Trent 97.0%

Wandle 95.9%
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Online Safety – How to Combat Online Bullying

Important online safety information about How to Combat Online Bullying from The National Online Safety:
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/
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Google Search – Are the New AI Features Safe for Children?

From Alan Mackenzie – Online Safety Expert

Common Sense Media's Youth AI Safety Institute has rated Google's AI Search features as "Unacceptable
Risk" for children. The concerns relate to AI Overview and AI Mode, which can appear directly within
ordinary Google searches.

Their testing found issues including inaccurate information, inappropriate responses to sensitive questions
and poor recognition of children who may be in crisis. Importantly, unlike Google's standalone Gemini
chatbot, the AI features within Google Search cannot currently simply be switched off by schools or parents
while retaining normal Google Search.

Common Sense Media have also published some useful guidance for parents and educators which includes
helping children understand that an AI-generated summary is not necessarily the same as information from
a reliable source, and encouraging children to check where information has come from.

Link: How to help children stay safe with Google's AI Search

For Parents – ChatGPT Parental Controls

From Alan Mackenzie – Online Safety Expert

ChatGPT has parental controls which allow a parent or guardian to link their account with a teenager's
account and manage a range of settings.

Parents can control things such as:

• additional safeguards around sensitive content;

• Voice Mode;

• image generation;

• memory;

• quiet hours;

• and some other ChatGPT features.

Importantly, linking the accounts does not allow a parent to read their teenager's conversations or monitor
their chat history.

Link: Managing parental controls in ChatGPT

https://www.digitaltrends.com/computing/googles-ai-search-just-failed-a-major-kids-safety-test-and-its-kind-of-alarming/
https://help-lb.openai.com/en/articles/12315553-managing-parental-controls-in-chatgpt
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Dates for your diary (please also check the Calendar on the website)

Class of the week
Congratulations to the following classes:

Infants: Y1 Waveney Class
Juniors: Y4 Dart Class

for their excellent behaviour! Waveney Class will
have access to the ‘Top Fun Bus’ whilst Dart Class
can go on the ‘Trim Trail’ or – if wet - use the School
Council’s Drawing Box!

Lunchtime Awards

Y2 Eden Class (Infants) and Y5 Medway Class
(Juniors) for showing great manners in the
dinner hall at lunchtime! Eden Class will have
the privilege of dining at the very special ‘top
table’ in the hall, whereas Medway Class have
exclusive access to the Reading Shed.

Autumn Term 2026

Book Fair Wednesday 16th Sept at 3:15pm – 4pm (New Hall)

Y1 Phonics Meeting for Parents Thursday 17th September at 2:30pm

Headteacher’s Award

HPL focus: VAAs

Cherwell: Muhammad
Ribble: Cleo
Waveney: Maya
Beverley: Maddison
Eden: Neelgon
Mole: Annie
Fleet: Anvika
Kennet: Eshal
Mersey: Zyun

Dart: Ollie
Lea: Ayana
Tay: Maryam
Medway: Yahya
Tweed: Arina
Tyne: Tawonga
Derwent: Mia N.
Trent: Lenny
Wandle: Alfie

Smart Award
Congratulations to the following children for 

looking smart in their uniform around the school! 

Cherwell: Willow-May
Ribble: Abrar
Waveney: Finnley
Beverley: Eni
Eden: Liana
Mole: Hazel
Fleet: Mia
Kennet: Aleesha
Mersey: Brendan

Dart: Shaye
Lea: Lettie 
Tay: Sara
Medway: Aiden     
Tweed: Aaisha
Tyne: Tawonga
Derwent: Zariyah
Trent: Flora
Wandle: Ines


