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SATS
Well… what a week it has been for our wonderful Year 6 children! They have been absolutely amazing,
undertaking their SATs in Maths, Spelling, Punctuation, Grammar and Reading over the last 4 days, and we
are so very proud of them all. Each day began with a rather lively Breakfast Club in the Old Hall, where the
children were served by their teachers and LSAs whilst also being able to relax, play chess, build juice
towers and listen to the latest tunes…who knew we had so many DJs in the making?! A quick bit of revision
followed and the children then attacked their tests with enthusiasm, determination, resilience and the
desire to be the best they could be… and boy-oh-boy have they all achieved that! As a well-deserved treat,
the rather exhausted Year 6s celebrated the end of SATs Week with a party this afternoon…they will
certainly sleep well this weekend! We would like to say a huge congratulations to all of the children for
being so brilliant this week… we look forward to receiving their results later on in July. As always, Year 6
children, you have done yourselves and Westbourne proud…thank you!

The Year 6 Team
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Chess Final 2026
After three unbelievable weeks of chess, the competition came to its climax today. Two simply outstanding
competitors came head to head as Aadhav met Emmanuel. A gripping final which had all the fans including
Mrs Bolton, Miss Craig, Miss Steer and Mr Pinto on edge!

At the midway point, both players had taken the same pieces and the same amount of pieces - too close to
call! Emmanuel - who was always on the attack - looked to gain control of the board and, once he regained
his queen, there was no looking back. Earlier in the competition, the pair had met with Aadhav coming
away with the win on that occasion. Today’s game highlighted an example of seriously high-level chess with
both players multiple moves ahead - outstanding forward thinking.

There can only be one winner, but to me you are both champions in the way that you have played today
and throughout the competition.

A big thank you to all the children who supported the boys in the final: you all showed a great deal of
respect for the players and occasion.

What a brilliant event! Thank you and well done to all who took part this year.

Mr Jiggins
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WFA Little Recyclers – THANK YOU!

Great news - the results are in… and we have done a fantastic job - again!

We are pleased to confirm that we have collected 437kg of textiles, raising £196.65 – well done!

Eco-Day – Friday 22nd May
We are pleased to inform parents and carers that the school will be holding an Eco-Day on Friday 22nd

May 2026, celebrating environmental awareness and our responsibility to protect the natural world.

On this day, children can take part by dressing in green or dressing up as an endangered animal,
helping to spark discussion and understanding about conservation and sustainability. If families wish to
support this cause further, children are welcome to bring a voluntary donation of £1. All funds raised
will be used to help our school be more eco-friendly (we are thinking of buying bug hotels and

wildflower seeds!) or donated to charities (such as the WWF or RSPB). This will help to support vital
work in protecting wildlife and the planet for future generations.

We look forward to an enjoyable and educational day, and we thank you for your continued support in
helping us promote care for our environment.
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HPL at Westbourne

As a re-accredited HPL World Class School (https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/westbourne-primary-
school/UploadedDocument/013b69d7-a2ed-4e8b-a945-632118753e46/newsletter-11th-july-2025.pdf ),we will
continue to optimise and systematise HPL at Westbourne (for children, staff and parents, too) as members of the
prestigious HPL Fellowship and Global Community.

If you are new to the school and/or wish to find out more about HPL, please find below a couple of posters
summarising the HPL skills; you can also find more information by clicking on our website’s HPL navigation tab:
https://www.westbourne.sutton.sch.uk/topic/hpl

There is also a wealth of assemblies on HPL competencies on the school website: https://westbourne-primary-
school.primarysite.media/playlist/school-assemblies-spring-term-2021

In the next few weeks, Infants will continue to focus on the VAAs (Values, Attitudes and Attributes – How we Behave)
– see poster below.

Juniors will now focus on: Connection Finding and Imagination (part of the Linking cluster) – see posters on the next
page.

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/westbourne-primary-school/UploadedDocument/013b69d7-a2ed-4e8b-a945-632118753e46/newsletter-11th-july-2025.pdf
https://www.westbourne.sutton.sch.uk/topic/hpl
https://westbourne-primary-school.primarysite.media/playlist/school-assemblies-spring-term-2021
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We’re a Voice 21 Oracy School!
Voice 21 is the national charity that advocates for and supports schools in delivering a high-quality
oracy education. In continuing our relationship with Voice 21 for another year, we are part of a
network of over 1,100 Voice 21 Oracy Schools across the UK that are transforming teaching and
learning through talk.

Why oracy matters?

Oracy is articulating ideas, developing understanding and engaging with others through speaking,
listening and communication.

We actively invest teaching time into creating "talk-rich" classrooms, valuing every student voice,
boosting confidence, and preparing our students for their futures.

● Speaking and listening skills are critical foundations for reading and writing.

● Students with better oral language skills are more likely to achieve the highest grades in
GCSE Maths and English.

● Young people with good communication skills are less likely to have mental health
difficulties.

By teaching students to become effective speakers and listeners, we empower them to understand
themselves, each other, and the world around them better.

Why are we a Voice 21 Oracy School?

As a Voice 21 Oracy School, we are placing oracy at the heart of our teaching and learning across all
subject areas enabling students to develop and deepen their knowledge and understanding through
talk in the classroom.

In Voice 21 Oracy Schools:

● 89% of students agree/strongly agree that speaking and listening has helped them make
progress with their school work.

● 77% of teachers said that oracy had boosted attainment.

● 96% of teachers said that oracy is an essential part of teaching and learning.

Find out more about oracy and Voice 21 here

https://voice21.org/
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For Parents – Find the right words

From Alan Mackenzie, Online Safety Expert

Virgin Media and Internet Matters have released a wonderful new resource for parents/carers.
Called 'Find the Right Words', the video and resources help with some of those difficult
conversations about how to keep children safe online.

Link - Find the Right Words.

For Parents – Steam Parental Controls

From Alan Mackenzie, Online Safety Expert

Steam is a huge digital distribution platform for PC gaming and hugely popular with children
and young people. Basically Steam acts as a storefront, installer, launcher and social network
for 30,000 games. Because of the vast range of games, some of which will not be suitable for
children, it's important that parents understand the controls that are available to them on the
Steam platform. Internet Matters have a 1-minute video on YouTube which will help with this.

Link - Parents video guide to Steam parental controls.

https://news.virginmediao2.co.uk/find-the-right-words/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=olw3aPXqpIA
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Online Safety – TIKTOK

Important information about Tiktok from The National Online Safety: https://nationalonlinesafety.com/

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/
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Illness and Attendance
Is my child too ill for school?

It can be tricky deciding whether or not to keep your child off school when they're unwell.

There are government guidelines for schools and nurseries about managing specific infectious
diseases at GOV.UK. These say when children should be kept off school and when they shouldn't.
Please click here to view the government guidelines.

We aim for all children’s attendance to be 96% and above. When it falls below 90% we have a legal
duty to inform the Local Authority which then triggers an investigation by the Education Welfare
Service. When a child’s attendance falls below 90%, there is a serious risk of underachievement.

Support Your Child to Succeed in School
Help your child understand that school is their very first job! Make great school attendance a priority for
your child. Talk to your child about the importance of daily attendance in every class and how it
contributes to his/her learning.

The Power of a Strong Finish to the Term

– Don’t Skip Fridays

As we approach the culmination of the calendar year at Westbourne, it's crucial to highlight the impact
of a strong finish on our pupils' educational journey. Fridays represent a significant fifth of the learning
week, and missing half a Friday every fortnight adds up to a tenth of the entire school year. It's not just
about consolidating lessons but also fostering social connections and a culture of belonging.

Let's make the most of these moments – reviewing lessons, engaging with peers, and participating in
school activities. By collectively emphasizing a strong finish, we contribute to a more enriching
educational experience for all at Westbourne

Developing Good Habits
Support your child in practicing good daily habits, such as:

• Finishing homework and placing it in his/ her backpack;

• Laying out clothes and the school reading book in the evening;

• Maintaining a regular bedtime for a good night's sleep;

• Leaving early enough in the morning to get to school on time;

• Turning off electronic devices one hour before bedtime.

Contact the school in the morning to communicate your child’s absence.

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
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Weekly Attendance

This Week’s 
Overall 

Attendance
Attendance has increase this 
week, averaging at 96.7% -
well done! Let’s get it even 
higher next week!

Class %

Avon 98.7%

Ember 90.0%

Thames 98.7%

Cherwell 94.7%

Ribble 99.0%

Waveney 98.3%

Beverley 98.7%

Eden 92.7%

Mole 94.0%

Fleet 97.4%

Kennet 100%

Mersey 94.0%

Dart 97.7%

Lea 95.7%

Tay 96.0%

Medway 97.3%

Tweed 92.0%

Tyne 97.7%

Derwent 99.4%

Trent 100%

Wandle 99.0%



15th May 2026

Attendance Policy - Reminder
Attendance is mandatory (and a parental duty) – we expect all children to be at school, unless they
are unwell. Attendance is vital for the children’s education, socialising and overall well-being, including
their economic prosperity and long-term health – children benefit hugely from being at school!

In line with National and Local policy and guidance, we reviewed our Attendance Policy in September,
which can be found on our website:

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/westbourne-primary-
school/UploadedDocument/514a8ce7-c133-4850-bfbb-64e542b95cba/attendance-policy-sept-
2024.pdf

Please note the following:

Penalty Notice Fines will be considered by schools, in collaboration with the Local Authority through
the Attendance Support Team, when the threshold of 10 sessions (half days) of unauthorised absence
(together or separate occasions) is met within 10-school-week period – this means it can span weeks,
school terms and academic years. Detailed information for parents is available in the Policy Appendix.

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/westbourne-primary-school/UploadedDocument/514a8ce7-c133-4850-bfbb-64e542b95cba/attendance-policy-sept-2024.pdf
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Dates for your diary (please also check the Calendar on the website)

Class of the week
Congratulations to the following classes:

Infants: Y2 Mole Class
Juniors: Y5 Medway Class

for their excellent behaviour! Mole Class will have access
to the ‘Top Fun Bus’ whilst Medway Class can go on the
‘Trim Trail’ or – if wet - use the School Council’s Drawing
Box!

Lunchtime Awards

YR Ember Class (Infants) and Y5 Tweed Class
(Juniors) for showing great manners in the
dinner hall at lunchtime! Ember Class will
have the privilege of dining at the very
special ‘top table’ in the hall, whereas Tweed
Class have exclusive access to the Reading
Shed.

Spring Term 2026
National Numeracy Day Wednesday 20th May

WFA Round the World with Westbourne Thursday 21st May between 5-7:30pm

Eco Day Friday 22nd May

Headteacher’s Award

HPL focus: Infants – VAAs. Juniors –
Connection finding; Imagination  

Nursery: Kaya
Avon: Noah
Ember: Rayyan
Thames: Isha
Cherwell: Carina
Ribble: Eni
Waveney: Arugan
Beverley: Altay
Eden: Sienna
Mole: Ohana
Fleet: Amy

Kennet: Sayaka
Mersey:
Dart: Noel
Lea: Prisha
Tay: Alex
Medway: Viraj
Tweed: Rhea
Tyne: Davyd
Derwent: Everyone!
Trent: Everyone!
Wandle: Everyone!

School Awards

Bronze: Fawzaan and Kirish.


