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Girls’ Borough Cup Quarter Finals
Westbourne 1-0 Wood Field
Laura

The girls’ football team welcomed Wood Field Primary School of Wallington to Anton Crescent on Friday as
they battled for a place in the semi-finals of the Borough Cup.

A wonderful game of football with both teams playing superbly - a great advert for girls’ football. There was
very little for either keeper to do as both teams battled it out in midfield.
Midway through the first half, Jessica picked up the ball and powerfully ran down the right flank, whipped in
a magnificent cross to find the unmarked Laura to poke home: 1-0! Her very first goal for the team - a
fantastic moment for her, well done Laura. The team saw out the first half with great resilience and team
work.

The second half continued in the same manner, very little for either keeper to do, both midfields battling
away with little forward progress. Klaudia, Ava and Nivethika were rocks in defence, not a single player or
pass going beyond them, outstanding defending girls - team Trent at its finest! As we approached the full-
time whistle, Laura used her pace to beat the Wood Field defence to shoot just wide - brilliant effort once
again.

The full-time whistle sounded - a fantastic win and one of the best team displays seen in many a year. The
girls jubilant, the fantastic teacher and parent support buoyant - a great way to finish a week. We look
forward to the semi-final in the weeks to come.

Very, very well done girls - that is now seven games played and seven games won.

Girl of the match: Laura, scoring her very first goal for Westbourne and what was to be the winning goal.
What a moment - well done Laura.

Team: Zariyah, Ava, Klaudia, Nivethika, Bethany, Jessica, Amelie, Isabel, Victoria and Laura.
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Parent/Teacher Consultation 
Next week, we will be running YR (Reception) - Y6 (Nursery will have a different arrangement)
Parent/Teacher consultation meetings onsite on Wednesday 25th and Thursday 26th March 2025 at 3:40
- 6:20pm (Mersey Class: same days with slightly different dates/times). We will continue to use our
Parents Evening Booking System, which went live on Tuesday 10th March at 8:30pm – and closed on
Tuesday 17th March at 9am. Please ensure you have booked your slot so that you can have an
opportunity to discuss your child’s progress so far this year, as well as a chance to peruse your child’s
work in books.

Y2s: Visit from the Fire Brigade

To link with our Great Fire of London topic, the London Fire Brigade visited our Year 2 pupils to teach
them about fire safety in the home. The children thoroughly enjoyed the session and learned
valuable tips on how to stay safe.

They also shared their knowledge with the firefighters, explaining what firefighting was like in 1666
and highlighting how different the equipment and clothing were compared to today.

After the session, the children were taken outside to see the fire engine and had the exciting
opportunity to try using the hose themselves. Thankfully, it was a warm day, so the children could
quickly dry off afterwards!

London RISE Open Education Fortnight – second workshop 
After having been selected to be part of London RISE (Regional Improvement for Standards and Excellence)
Open Education Fortnight 2026, we hosted our second event on Tuesday 17th March.

Our workshops focused on: Creating a Culture of Attendance. Ten senior leaders from local school
attended the session – a great way to collaborate to ensure all children are in school every day!
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Makaton at Westbourne 
Makaton Sign of the week: Sleep

At Westbourne, we have introduced this sign to the children and each week there is a new sign to learn.
Please ask your child to show you the sign we have been learning this week.

You can watch the clip here.

Staffing News
We would like to say a big ‘thank you’ to Mrs Downey on her last day at Westbourne. Mrs Downey joined
us over a year ago, covering the SENDCo post. She has made an exceptional contribution to our children,
staff, families and community, working with great commitment, dedication and care. We are very grateful
and wish her all the very best as she moves onto new pastures.

Mrs Aves will return from maternity leave on Monday – I am sure you will welcome her back to school
with a smile!

WFA Book Fair
WFA raised £281.11 for the school through the sale of second-hand uniforms and pre-loved books. Thank
you to all the parents who helped and supported the event.

A special thank you to Chloe, Domaine, Yana, Attia and Miriam for their support, and a very warm welcome
to Shoshan and Teresa, who have recently joined Westbourne — we are especially grateful for them
volunteering and getting involved so quickly.

We would also like to thank Sophie from the Year 6 Committee for coordinating the cake sale, along with
Geegee, Yuli and all the parents who generously donated cakes.

We couldn’t have done it without your support.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lb_bc9M15XE
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Big Walk and Wheel Weeks 

We have some exciting news for you! We are taking part in Big Walk and Wheel, the UK’s largest inter-
school cycling, walking, wheeling and scooting challenge. The challenge runs from 16 – 27 March 2026.
It’s free to take part and we would love everyone to be involved.

What do you need to do?

Encourage your child(ren) to walk, use a wheelchair, scoot or cycle to school on as many days as
possible during the event.

Including everyone

We want to make sure that everyone can get involved in Big Walk and Wheel.

We know it may be more difficult for some pupils to take part than others. If you want to discuss more
about your child’s specific needs, please contact Mrs Qazi and we will make sure to look into how your
child can take part.

Why we are taking part

Big Walk and Wheel is a great way to build physical activity in children’s daily routine which is important
for their physical health and mental wellbeing.

Active school runs also help to reduce congestion and air pollution outside the school gate. A 2021
YouGov study showed nearly half of UK children worry about air pollution near their school. And that
children thought active travel was the best away to bring down these pollution levels.

Plus, there are some great prizes to be won every day if we get enough children taking part.

Useful resources

To help you prepare, Walk Wheel Cycle Trust has developed a handy Parent/ Caregiver page on the
challenge website. It is packed with advice to help you have a hassle-free journey to school.

For more information about the event go to www.bigwalkandwheel.org.uk

Enjoy the challenge!

Best wishes

Mrs Qazi

(Avon Class Teacher and Travel Plan Lead)

http://www.bigwalkandwheel.org.uk/
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Online Safety: Whatsapp: 

Parent-Managed Accounts for under 13s

From Alan Mackenzie, Online Safety Expert

WhatsApp has been a significant concern for many schools, particularly chat groups where
predominantly low level issues suddenly escalate. Last week, in another completely unexpected move,
WhatsApp announced that children under 13 can now use WhatsApp via 'Parent-Managed Accounts'.

Essentially these are accounts set up by the parent on the child's device, but managed from the parents
device. As well as no access to AI within WhatsApp and no ads there are parent management features
which include:

• Contact management - parents can choose who can contact their child and which chat
groups they can join. Children cannot join groups without parents approval. Messages from unknown
contacts are sent to the parent first for approval.

• Activity notifications - parents can view their child's activity such as when a child adds a
new contact or if disappearing messages are turned on. Parents will also be notified if their child blocks
or reports a contact.

Link - Introducing parent-managed accounts on WhatsApp.

Link - How to set up a parent-managed account.

For Parents: What is Looksmaxxing?

From Alan Mackenzie, Online Safety Expert

With the concerns of toxic masculinity and misogynistic attitudes increasing, parents should be
aware of related behaviours.

Looksmaxxing isn't specifically related to misogynistic attitudes, but it can be related to masculinity,
where young people are influenced to be 'more masculine' by being fitter and having bigger
muscles. This isn't necessarily a bad thing, plenty of young people refer to looksmaxxing as leading a
good lifestyle and being healthy (known as softmaxxing), but there can be other sides to this as well
such as taking steroids or cosmetic surgery (known as hardmaxxing). There can also be mental
health concerns such as social comparison, anxiety and self-esteem.

Internet Matters have created a really good guide about LooksMaxxing for parents including what it
is, why it's so popular, risks and signs for parents to look out for.

Link: Information for parents - what is looksmaxxing?

https://blog.whatsapp.com/introducing-parent-managed-accounts-on-whatsapp
https://faq.whatsapp.com/875902238256170/?cms_platform=android
https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/news-blogs/what-is-looksmaxxing-online-safety-guidance-for-parents/
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Round the World with Westbourne

The WFA is excited to once again bring our wonderful school community together for “Round the World
with Westbourne” on Thursday 21st May, from 5.00pm to 7.30pm.

This event is all about celebrating the incredible mix of cultures, traditions, and backgrounds that make
Westbourne such a vibrant and welcoming place. It’s a chance for our families to come together, share
what makes their heritage special, and enjoy an evening filled with colour, flavour, music and
connection.

If you — individually or as a group — would like to represent your cultural background, we would
absolutely love to hear from you. Your contribution, big or small, helps create a truly magical evening
that reflects the diversity and unity of our school.

We hope to showcase a lively blend of food tasters, languages, traditional dress, music, dance, and
other cultural highlights. Not only is it fun and inspiring, but it also strengthens the sense of community
that makes Westbourne so special, while raising valuable funds for the WFA charity.

In previous years, we’ve enjoyed everything from dancing and musical performances to delicious dishes
from many representations, including: Sri Lanka, Kazakhstan, Pakistan, India, China, Malta, Albania,
Spain, Azerbaijan, Poland, Hong Kong SAR, Italy, Ukraine and many more. Every year brings something
new, and we can’t wait to see what our community shares this time.

If you’d like to take part and help us celebrate the rich tapestry of cultures at Westbourne, please get in
touch at wfa.sutton@gmail.com

Tickets for the event will be sent out after the Easter holiday.

Thank you for helping us make this a joyful, community-building celebration.

WFA

mailto:wfa.sutton@gmail.com
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HPL at Westbourne

As a re-accredited HPL World Class School (https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/westbourne-primary-
school/UploadedDocument/013b69d7-a2ed-4e8b-a945-632118753e46/newsletter-11th-july-2025.pdf ),we will
continue to optimise and systematise HPL at Westbourne (for children, staff and parents, too) as members of the
prestigious HPL Fellowship and Global Community.

If you are new to the school and/or wish to find out more about HPL, please find below a couple of posters
summarising the HPL skills; you can also find more information by clicking on our website’s HPL navigation tab:
https://www.westbourne.sutton.sch.uk/topic/hpl

There is also a wealth of assemblies on HPL competencies on the school website: https://westbourne-primary-
school.primarysite.media/playlist/school-assemblies-spring-term-2021

In the next few weeks, Infants will continue to focus on the VAAs (Values, Attitudes and Attributes – How we Behave)
– see poster below.

Juniors will now focus on: Connection Finding and Imagination (part of the Linking cluster) – see posters on the next
page.

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/westbourne-primary-school/UploadedDocument/013b69d7-a2ed-4e8b-a945-632118753e46/newsletter-11th-july-2025.pdf
https://www.westbourne.sutton.sch.uk/topic/hpl
https://westbourne-primary-school.primarysite.media/playlist/school-assemblies-spring-term-2021
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We’re a Voice 21 Oracy School!
Voice 21 is the national charity that advocates for and supports schools in delivering a high-quality
oracy education. In continuing our relationship with Voice 21 for another year, we are part of a
network of over 1,100 Voice 21 Oracy Schools across the UK that are transforming teaching and
learning through talk.

Why oracy matters?

Oracy is articulating ideas, developing understanding and engaging with others through speaking,
listening and communication.

We actively invest teaching time into creating "talk-rich" classrooms, valuing every student voice,
boosting confidence, and preparing our students for their futures.

● Speaking and listening skills are critical foundations for reading and writing.

● Students with better oral language skills are more likely to achieve the highest grades in
GCSE Maths and English.

● Young people with good communication skills are less likely to have mental health
difficulties.

By teaching students to become effective speakers and listeners, we empower them to understand
themselves, each other, and the world around them better.

Why are we a Voice 21 Oracy School?

As a Voice 21 Oracy School, we are placing oracy at the heart of our teaching and learning across all
subject areas enabling students to develop and deepen their knowledge and understanding through
talk in the classroom.

In Voice 21 Oracy Schools:

● 89% of students agree/strongly agree that speaking and listening has helped them make
progress with their school work.

● 77% of teachers said that oracy had boosted attainment.

● 96% of teachers said that oracy is an essential part of teaching and learning.

Find out more about oracy and Voice 21 here

https://voice21.org/
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Parent Guide – Emotional Resilience

Important information about how to Support Young People to Develop Emotional Resilience from The
National Online Safety: https://nationalonlinesafety.com/

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/
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Illness and Attendance
Is my child too ill for school?

It can be tricky deciding whether or not to keep your child off school when they're unwell.

There are government guidelines for schools and nurseries about managing specific infectious
diseases at GOV.UK. These say when children should be kept off school and when they shouldn't.
Please click here to view the government guidelines.

We aim for all children’s attendance to be 96% and above. When it falls below 90% we have a legal
duty to inform the Local Authority which then triggers an investigation by the Education Welfare
Service. When a child’s attendance falls below 90%, there is a serious risk of underachievement.

Support Your Child to Succeed in School
Help your child understand that school is their very first job! Make great school attendance a priority for
your child. Talk to your child about the importance of daily attendance in every class and how it
contributes to his/her learning.

The Power of a Strong Finish to the Term

– Don’t Skip Fridays

As we approach the culmination of the calendar year at Westbourne, it's crucial to highlight the impact
of a strong finish on our pupils' educational journey. Fridays represent a significant fifth of the learning
week, and missing half a Friday every fortnight adds up to a tenth of the entire school year. It's not just
about consolidating lessons but also fostering social connections and a culture of belonging.

Let's make the most of these moments – reviewing lessons, engaging with peers, and participating in
school activities. By collectively emphasizing a strong finish, we contribute to a more enriching
educational experience for all at Westbourne

Developing Good Habits
Support your child in practicing good daily habits, such as:

• Finishing homework and placing it in his/ her backpack;

• Laying out clothes and the school reading book in the evening;

• Maintaining a regular bedtime for a good night's sleep;

• Leaving early enough in the morning to get to school on time;

• Turning off electronic devices one hour before bedtime.

Contact the school in the morning to communicate your child’s absence.

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
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Weekly Attendance

This Week’s 
Overall 

Attendance
Attendance has dropped this 
week, averaging at 93.5%. 
Let’s get it back up next week.

Class %

Avon 90.3%

Ember 91.3%

Thames 90.3%

Cherwell 89.7%

Ribble 93.0%

Waveney 85.7%

Beverley 92.7%

Eden 89.7%

Mole 96.7%

Fleet 94.8%

Kennet 97.0%

Mersey 97.0%

Dart 97.7%

Lea 95.3%

Tay 97.7%

Medway 91.7%

Tweed 95.3%

Tyne 90.7%

Derwent 95.2%

Trent 96.7%

Wandle 96.0%
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Attendance Policy - Reminder
Attendance is mandatory (and a parental duty) – we expect all children to be at school, unless they
are unwell. Attendance is vital for the children’s education, socialising and overall well-being, including
their economic prosperity and long-term health – children benefit hugely from being at school!

In line with National and Local policy and guidance, we reviewed our Attendance Policy in September,
which can be found on our website:

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/westbourne-primary-
school/UploadedDocument/514a8ce7-c133-4850-bfbb-64e542b95cba/attendance-policy-sept-
2024.pdf

Please note the following:

Penalty Notice Fines will be considered by schools, in collaboration with the Local Authority through
the Attendance Support Team, when the threshold of 10 sessions (half days) of unauthorised absence
(together or separate occasions) is met within 10-school-week period – this means it can span weeks,
school terms and academic years. Detailed information for parents is available in the Policy Appendix.

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/westbourne-primary-school/UploadedDocument/514a8ce7-c133-4850-bfbb-64e542b95cba/attendance-policy-sept-2024.pdf
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HAF-Funded Holiday Clubs at Easter
There is still a limited number of spaces available at the HAF-funded Holiday Clubs this Easter!
Children eligible for Free School Meals (FSM) can enjoy free holiday activity sessions through the
Holiday Activities & Food (HAF) programme, delivered by Junior Adventures Group (JAG) in
partnership with your local authority.

Venues:

Westcroft Leisure Centre – SM5 2TG

• Dates: 7, 8, 9, 10 April

• Times: 10am – 2pm

How Families Can Book On – please visit their Parent Support page:

https://www.junioradventuresgroup.co.uk/parent-support/haf

About the HAF Programme

HAF provides FSM children with at least 4 hours of free holiday activities, including healthy meals and
enriching experiences. More info:

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/holiday-activities-and-food-programme.

What Children Gain

✓ Stay active

✓ Enjoy enriching, developmental activities

✓ Eat healthy meals

✓ Socialise and make new friends

About JAG’s Holiday HQ Programme

Children enjoy sports, creative workshops, outdoor adventures, cooking sessions, STEM, themed
activities and special events—designed to boost confidence, spark curiosity and create unforgettable
holiday memories. Find out more: https://www.junioradventuresgroup.co.uk/holiday-clubs/.

Contact

• Bookings team: hello@junioradventuresgroup.co.uk | 0333 577 1533

• HAF enquiries: haf@junioradventuresgroup.co.uk

https://www.junioradventuresgroup.co.uk/parent-support/haf
mailto:hello@junioradventuresgroup.co.uk
mailto:haf@junioradventuresgroup.co.uk
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Dates for your diary (please also check the Calendar on the website)

Class of the week
Congratulations to the following classes:

Infants: Y2 Eden Class
Juniors: Y6 Trent Class

for their excellent behaviour! Eden Class will have access
to the ‘Top Fun Bus’ whilst Trent Class can go on the
‘Trim Trail’ or – if wet - use the School Council’s Drawing
Box!

Lunchtime Awards

YR Avon Class (Infants) and Y3 Fleet Class
(Juniors) for showing great manners in the
dinner hall at lunchtime! Avon Class will
have the privilege of dining at the very
special ‘top table’ in the hall, whereas Fleet
Class have exclusive access to the Reading
Shed.

Spring Term 2026

Mid-Year School Reports to parents Friday 20th March

Last Day of the Spring Term Friday 27th March at 1:55 Infants and 2pm Juniors

First Day of the Summer Term Monday 13th April (Summer Uniform)

Class Photographs Thursday 16th April

Headteacher’s Award

HPL focus: Infants – VAAs. Juniors –
Connection finding; Imagination  

Nursery: Kaitlyn
Avon: Nieve
Ember: Finley
Thames: Isaac EJ
Cherwell: Matthew
Ribble: Evelyn
Waveney: Akshaiyan
Beverley: Rafael
Eden: Anvika
Mole: Andrei
Fleet: Harsh

Kennet: Maxim
Mersey: Rita
Dart: Yan
Lea: Emmanuel
Tay: Sana
Medway: Kimi
Tweed: Kiaan
Tyne: Nina
Derwent: Kalhan
Trent: Jenny
Wandle: Bethany

Smart Award
Congratulations to the following children for 

looking smart in their uniform around the school! 

Avon: Leo
Ember: Yukun
Thames: Gaia
Cherwell: Olivia
Ribble: Athithian
Waveney: Vishod
Beverley: Zubaria
Eden: Haris
Mole: Elisa
Fleet: Hakan
Kennet: Rohan

Mersey: Molly
Dart: Louie
Lea: Penny
Tay: Alex
Medway: Viraj
Tweed: Ishan
Tyne: Sienna
Derwent: Benji
Trent: Zara
Wandle: Aadhav

School Awards
Silver: Klaudia, Amelie and Nivethika

Full colours

Congratulations to Amelia S. in Derwent Class, Amelie in Trent Class,
and Adam in Wandle Class for having been awarded the prestigious
Full Colours – they are now Westbourne’s ambassadors! They were
presented with a Full Colours jumper and a School Colours badge in
Assembly – well done! Who will be next?


