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Christmas Concerts: Schedule
The Christmas Season starts in earnest next week with performances every day – hurray!

The children look forward to performing in front of their families. Please remember not to use your devices to
take photos or videos of the children (prior, during and after the shows). We look forward to seeing many of you!

Christmas Performances – Looking Smart
Next week, please remember to send your child into school in their full winter uniform on the days of their
rehearsal and performances– rather than PE kit. The full winter uniform comprises of: Black School
shoes/Black trainers, Cardigans (Navy), Jumper (Navy), School tie (which can be purchased at the school's
office), Grey shorts/trousers, Navy/Grey skirts or pinafore dresses, White shirt/blouse. Thank you!

WFA Raffles during Christmas Performances
The WFA will be selling Raffle tickets at next week's Christmas shows and productions.

They will be selling tickets for a £1 a strip, or 6 for £5 (cash or card accepted).
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Westbourne’s Winter Wonderland
Thank you to all our amazing children and staff for turning the school into a magical Winter
Wonderland with stunningly beautiful displays – have a look (bigger images are on our website:

https://www.westbourne.sutton.sch.uk/christmas-displays-winter-wonderland-december-2025 )

https://www.westbourne.sutton.sch.uk/christmas-displays-winter-wonderland-december-2025
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WFA Christmas Fair
Next week, you'll be able to read more about the Christmas Fair and the people who helped; this week,
the WFA would just like to say a big thank you to everyone who made it possible - and a big success:
from the parents who had Butler's Christmas boards outside theirs homes, those who helped out at
mufti days, all our volunteers, bakers, donors and everyone else who helped out in many other ways -
thank you all! We couldn't have done it without your help.

Parking during Christmas Performances
Our request to suspend the 10am-11am parking restriction outside of the school has NOT been granted
on as the Council has received complaints from the school community regarding many incidents of
unlawful parking. They have also received complaints from residents about unlawful/dangerous parking
around the school.

In view of this, we would suggest sustainable methods of transport (walking, cycling, etc.) for parents
visiting the Christmas performances. There are other locations nearby to lawfully park for those who
need to drive, e.g. park at Tesco and walk to the school.

Please DO NOT park in front of residents' garages as this has caused many rightful complaints
from neighbours, leading to concerts having to be interrupted to make announcements about cars to be
moved!

Thank you for your co-operation.

EuropeanCross Country Championships in Portugal
Great news to share!

We are so proud to share that Alex Lennon, an ex-pupil, competed in an exciting day of Cross Country
racing as the leading endurance athletes battled for selection at next month’s European Cross Country
Championships in Portugal. The U20 event was a tight affair with Alex coming third which means that he
will go on represent Great Britain which is an outstanding achievement. The school is extremely proud
of this achievement and Alex’s determination and dedication.
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Netball vs Avenue

Wow… Westbourne have had an amazing start to the netball league season. Last week, we played away
against Avenue for the first netball match. The A team started strongly with determination and focus to
gain possession of the ball. The girls played with great enthusiasm and ended up winning the game: 9-0.
Next up was the B team, who played excellently as a team passing the ball from onside of the court to
the other, giving the shooters many opportunities to score fantastic goals. At the end of the game, the B
team scored goals ending the match with a 2-0 win. Everyone who played was brilliant. It was lovely to
see the teams playing so confidently with each other.

Netball vs St Dunstan's

This week, we welcomed St Dunstan's for the second match of the Autumn league. The team started
brightly, trying their best to work together to score some amazing goals. We entered the second half
being 2 goal ahead, and with great perseverance the girls scored superb goals, leaving the score at the
end of the match 5-0 to Westbourne. Even in the rainy and windy conditions, we stayed strong and
ended up winning. Well done to everyone who played the match!

Netball vs Devonshire

This week, we also welcomed Devonshire for the third match of the league. The team confidently
passed the ball around the court knowing exactly who to pass to, helping the team to work together to
give the shooters many opportunities to score excellent goals. It was a tight game but luckily we
persevered and ended up winning 5-3. All the coaches have been so impressed with everyone's effort
and determination this term and we can't wait to see how well we will do next time.

Poppy Appeal – THANK YOU
Thank you very much to all who contributed to the Royal
British Legion annual appeal. As a school, we raised an
astonishing £1,027.75!

Thank you to Mrs Bolton and the School Council for
organizing it!

Word of the Year – Rage Bait
You may have already seen it, but if not the word of the year from Oxford University Press for 2025 is 'rage
bait'. Its origins go back to 2002 and is defined as 'online content deliberately designed to elicit anger or
outrage by being frustrating, provocative or offensive'. Rage bait is very closely tied to clickbait, the
purpose being to entice people into clicking links, watching videos, etc. in order to increase traffic. Both
are very effective, proven tactics used by individuals and groups to drive engagement and feed algorithms,
but rage bait differs as it is the deliberate intent to provoke. Much of this you can see on apps such as
TikTok and YouTube and much of the content is now created using GenAI feeding into the whole AI slop
phenomenon.
Interestingly the word of the year for 2024 was 'brain rot'. Does this suggest people are becoming
tiresome of the online world? This could be an interesting discussion topic with children and young
people: is the online world what they want it to be?

https://corp.oup.com/news/the-oxford-word-of-the-year-2025-is-rage-bait/
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Forest School – Year 2s
On Wednesday, Year 2 finished off a successful and joy-filled term of Forest School by toasting
marshmallows around a roaring fire. We had a wonderful morning celebrating all of their newly
acquired skills and achievements and reflecting on their Forest School journey.

Over the past 3 months, the children have experienced the beauty of the changing seasons and learnt
about the wildlife, flora and fauna we are lucky enough to have in abundance on site. We have been
blessed with very mild, dry weather, which made the colours and offerings of Autumn even more
magical. The children have mastered the use of palm drills, persisted in the use of flint and steels to
make ‘Fairy Fires’, whittled sticks into pencils (some which actually worked through great critical
thinking!) made faces and models from clay, as well as impressive transient art. In addition to all of this,
the children have followed their own interests, engaged in fantastic imaginative play, and very much
enjoyed relaxing in the hammock.

Once again, High Performance Learning shines through everything the children do in Forest School.
There is no greater reward than hearing ‘I can’t do it!’ evolve into ‘I did it!’ and seeing the beaming faces
of success. The perseverance and resilience the children have shown in the face of challenge has been
astounding! They have worked collaboratively to achieve their end goals, managed risk, shown respect,
care and concern for the environment and one another and blossomed in their own confidence.

Thank you to you all for your support throughout the Autumn term and I hope the children feel as
proud of themselves as I am of them.

Wishing you all a wonderful Christmas break!

Miss Davis
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Illness and Attendance
Is my child too ill for school?

It can be tricky deciding whether or not to keep your child off school when they're unwell.

There are government guidelines for schools and nurseries about managing specific infectious
diseases at GOV.UK. These say when children should be kept off school and when they shouldn't.
Please click here to view the government guidelines.

We aim for all children’s attendance to be 96% and above. When it falls below 90% we have a legal
duty to inform the Local Authority which then triggers an investigation by the Education Welfare
Service. When a child’s attendance falls below 90%, there is a serious risk of underachievement.

Support Your Child to Succeed in School
Help your child understand that school is their very first job! Make great school attendance a priority for
your child. Talk to your child about the importance of daily attendance in every class and how it
contributes to his/her learning.

The Power of a Strong Finish to the Term

– Don’t Skip Fridays

As we approach the culmination of the calendar year at Westbourne, it's crucial to highlight the impact
of a strong finish on our pupils' educational journey. Fridays represent a significant fifth of the learning
week, and missing half a Friday every fortnight adds up to a tenth of the entire school year. It's not just
about consolidating lessons but also fostering social connections and a culture of belonging.

Let's make the most of these moments – reviewing lessons, engaging with peers, and participating in
school activities. By collectively emphasizing a strong finish, we contribute to a more enriching
educational experience for all at Westbourne

Developing Good Habits
Support your child in practicing good daily habits, such as:

• Finishing homework and placing it in his/ her backpack;

• Laying out clothes and the school reading book in the evening;

• Maintaining a regular bedtime for a good night's sleep;

• Leaving early enough in the morning to get to school on time;

• Turning off electronic devices one hour before bedtime.

Contact the school in the morning to communicate your child’s absence.

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
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HPL at Westbourne

As a re-accredited HPL World Class School (https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/westbourne-primary-
school/UploadedDocument/013b69d7-a2ed-4e8b-a945-632118753e46/newsletter-11th-july-2025.pdf ),we will
continue to optimise and systematise HPL at Westbourne (for children, staff and parents, too) as members of the
prestigious HPL Fellowship and Global Community.

If you are new to the school and/or wish to find out more about HPL, please find below a couple of posters
summarising the HPL skills; you can also find more information by clicking on our website’s HPL navigation tab:
https://www.westbourne.sutton.sch.uk/topic/hpl

There is also a wealth of assemblies on HPL competencies on the school website: https://westbourne-primary-
school.primarysite.media/playlist/school-assemblies-spring-term-2021

In the next few weeks, Infants will continue to focus on the VAAs (Values, Attitudes and Attributes – How we Behave)
– see poster below.

Juniors will now focus on: Self-Regulation and Intellectual Confidence (part of the Meta-Thinking cluster) – see
posters on the next page.

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/westbourne-primary-school/UploadedDocument/013b69d7-a2ed-4e8b-a945-632118753e46/newsletter-11th-july-2025.pdf
https://www.westbourne.sutton.sch.uk/topic/hpl
https://westbourne-primary-school.primarysite.media/playlist/school-assemblies-spring-term-2021
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We’re a Voice 21 Oracy School!
Voice 21 is the national charity that advocates for and supports schools in delivering a high-quality
oracy education. In continuing our relationship with Voice 21 for another year, we are part of a
network of over 1,100 Voice 21 Oracy Schools across the UK that are transforming teaching and
learning through talk.

Why oracy matters?

Oracy is articulating ideas, developing understanding and engaging with others through speaking,
listening and communication.

We actively invest teaching time into creating "talk-rich" classrooms, valuing every student voice,
boosting confidence, and preparing our students for their futures.

● Speaking and listening skills are critical foundations for reading and writing.

● Students with better oral language skills are more likely to achieve the highest grades in
GCSE Maths and English.

● Young people with good communication skills are less likely to have mental health
difficulties.

By teaching students to become effective speakers and listeners, we empower them to understand
themselves, each other, and the world around them better.

Why are we a Voice 21 Oracy School?

As a Voice 21 Oracy School, we are placing oracy at the heart of our teaching and learning across all
subject areas enabling students to develop and deepen their knowledge and understanding through
talk in the classroom.

In Voice 21 Oracy Schools:

● 89% of students agree/strongly agree that speaking and listening has helped them make
progress with their school work.

● 77% of teachers said that oracy had boosted attainment.

● 96% of teachers said that oracy is an essential part of teaching and learning.

Find out more about oracy and Voice 21 here

https://voice21.org/
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Weekly Attendance

This Week’s 
Overall 

Attendance
Attendance has slightly 
improved this week (many 
children still off with 
illness), averaging at 
95.2%. Let’s get it back up 
next week!

Class %

Ember 97.5

Thames 83.8

Avon 84.6

Cherwell 94.0

Waveney 94.2

Ribble 96.3

Eden 95.4

Beverley 97.5

Mole 97.1

Mersey 95.8

Kennet 97.9

Fleet 97.6

Lea 95.4

Tay 96.7

Dart 96.7

Medway 99.2

Tyne 96.3

Tweed 96.7

Trent 91.7

Derwent 97.6

Wandle 96.3
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Roblox Security Changes - South West Grid for Learning 
The introduction of the Online Safety Bill earlier this year has brought welcome controls over what we and
our children can access online. As internet speeds have increased and the digital world has expanded, the
ability for anyone of any age to reach almost any content has grown at a pace far beyond our capacity to
safeguard against it. The risks have become unmistakable. Adults now face increasingly sophisticated
attacks from hackers and scammers, while children remain acutely vulnerable to online predators.

Although some internet services initially resisted tighter regulation, the government’s commitment to
reducing online harms has ultimately prevailed. For children, one of the most persistent avenues for
predatory behaviour has been online video games. These are spaces where young users gather,
communicate, and interact, often with limited verification or oversight.

Roblox, a platform widely associated with younger players, is now beginning to address this by introducing
facial analysis age checks and optional ID verification for users over 13. These real-world verification
measures are designed to confirm a user’s age more accurately and to restrict interactions that could
place children at risk. In practice, they signal an important shift in how major platforms are starting to
manage online safety and respond to the expectations set out in the Bill.

You can read more about these checks on the SWGfL website:
https://swgfl.org.uk/magazine/roblox-announces-facial-age-checks-for-chat-features/

Under 5s - Social Media Usage Increasing
On Monday this week, the Centre for Social Justice reported an estimated rise of 220,000 users under 5
compared to 2024, bringing the estimated number of children aged 3-5 actively using social media to
814,000 here in the UK. Research from Ofcom earlier this year showed that 19 percent of children aged 3-
5 using social media do so independently. No oversight, no moderation!

If correct these figures are horrifying. Not only that, the figures are surprising because many young
parents today went through their adolescent years using social media, they know (or should know) the
potential harms related to safety and wellbeing. It will be very interesting to see next year whether the
Online Safety Act has had any positive effect on this where user to user services (including social media)
have been required to put highly effective age verification in place.

https://swgfl.org.uk/magazine/roblox-announces-facial-age-checks-for-chat-features/
https://www.centreforsocialjustice.org.uk/newsroom/under-5s-using-social-media
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Dates for your diary (please also check the Calendar on the website)

Class of the week
Congratulations to the following classes:

Infants: Y1 Waveney Class
Juniors: Y5 Medway Class

for their excellent behaviour! Waveney Class will have access
to the ‘Top Fun Bus’ whilst Medway Class can go on the ‘Trim
Trail’ or – if wet - use the School Council’s Drawing Box!

Lunchtime Awards

Y2 Beverley Class (Infants) and Y6 Wandle Class
(Juniors) for showing great manners in the
dinner hall at lunchtime! Beverley Class will have
the privilege of dining at the very special ‘top
table’ in the hall, whereas Wandle Class have
exclusive access to the Reading Shed.

Autumn Term 2025

Last Day of the Autumn Term Friday 19th December at 2pm

School Awards

Bronze: Amelie, Victoria, Isabel, Nivethika, Ava L., Jack, 
Klaudia and Benji.

Silver: Jessica


