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We’re on Instagram @westbourne.primary

Wall of Wonders Display
Congratulations to Reuben in YR Thames Class, Janna in Y1 Waveney Class and Oliver in Y2 Mole Class
for having used their HPL skills (see below) to produce some great pieces of writing. Their work is now
proudly displayed on our Wall of Wonders outside of Mr Miracapillo’s office - well done children!
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Odd Socks Day
On Monday 10th November, we'd like the children to wear odd socks to school to celebrate anti-bullying week.
Their odd socks are a visual representation of how we are all unique, and each year they spark conversation
about how to celebrate our differences. Please wear your fun and fabulous, odd socks with your normal
school uniform. Thank you!

CHILDREN IN NEED - Friday 14th November 2025

The BBC Children in Need Appeal is back!

The amazing projects it supports help change the lives of disadvantaged children and young people all over
the country.

To support this fundraising opportunity on Friday 14th November, we thought Westbourne children would like
to wear their PJs or Onesies for the day and ask that every child makes a donation of £1 to this worthwhile
cause.

If PJs are not your thing, then feel free to cover yourself in spots instead!

We look forward to seeing everyone dressed up and looking good for this brilliant appeal!

Thank you for your support.

THE SCHOOL COUNCIL
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Best Start in Life
The Government has recently launched the ‘Best Start in Life
Campaign’, which aims to increase awareness of the importance of
early years in a child’s development and the role of early years
education.

The Best Start in Life website brings together trusted advice, support
and guidance for parents: https://www.beststartinlife.gov.uk/

Y6s visit to The Sutton Library
On Friday 24th October, following a busy Swimming session in the morning, the Year 6 children visited
the Sutton Library for an afternoon of learning how to become the best citizens that they can possibly
be! They engaged in different Life Skills Experiences about Fire Safety, Travel Safety, Hate Crime and
Ambulance life-saving skills to name but a few! All of these activities were specifically designed to
make young people more ‘street smart’ and better able to deal with the dangers and risks that they
may face in life as they venture out into the big, wide world. As always, the children were
complimented for their outstanding behaviour and excellent participation…in fact, they were deemed
to be the most well-behaved school who had visited Sutton Library this year…and ours was the final
session! As a result of this brilliance, the Safety Team were able to include an extra Q&A session at the
end. So once again, the Year 6 Westbourne children have done us proud- well done to you all!

Individual and Sibling Photos
Next Thursday 13th November, Fraser Portrait photographers will be in school to take your
child(ren)’s individual (and sibling, where relevant) photo. Please make sure your child looks
extra smart in their full winter uniform (with a tie) – no PE Kit on that day – thank you.

Winter School Uniform – Autumn 2
A reminder that children are now expected to wear the full winter uniform, i.e.: Black School shoes,
Cardigans (Navy), Jumper (Navy), School tie (which can be purchased at the school's office), Grey
shorts/trousers, Navy/Grey skirts or pinafore dresses, White shirt/blouse. The P.E. kit uniform (to be
worn on P.E. days) comprises of: a white T-shirt, navy shorts, navy jogging bottoms, school jumper and
a pair of trainers. More information is on our website:

https://www.westbourne.sutton.sch.uk/school-uniform/ Please remember to name ALL uniform items!

https://www.beststartinlife.gov.uk/
https://www.westbourne.sutton.sch.uk/school-uniform/
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Dutch Students Visit
This week, we have received a visit from a group of students (and their tutor) from MBO College Almere
in The Netherlands; they are studying to become Nursery Nurses and Learning Support Assistants. They
were all extremely impressed by our children: their impeccable behaviour and courtesy, their confidence,
their HPL and Oracy skills and - of course - the high standards of teaching and learning at Westbourne.
They will go back home with lots of ideas to improve their practice. Thank you for visiting us!

Christmas Concerts Dates – December 2025
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WFA Little Recyclers

A huge THANK YOU to everyone who has
taken part in our Little Recyclers
fundraiser! Together, we have collected
557 kg of textiles, raising £259.65!

We are very grateful for all the donations
received! And thank you to everyone who
helped in the morning to sort the
donations.
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Bible Explorers Workshop – Y3s
This week, Year 3 took part in an exciting RE workshop where they became explorers of the Bible! The session
began with a fun true-or-false quiz to test their knowledge. The children then met two “explorers” who
brought the Old Testament to life through engaging stories.

Working in groups, the children learned how to find Bible verses using the contents page and explored how
the verses are structured. They also sequenced key events in Jesus’ life and discussed some of the amazing
miracles he performed. To finish, the children became diligent detectives, cracking a special code to reveal
messages that God shares with Christians in the Bible.

It was a wonderful, hands-on experience that deepened the children’s understanding of the Bible in an
engaging and interactive way!

Harvest Collection
We had an incredibly heartwarming start to our Friday this morning as we collected all of your donations for
Sutton Night Watch. Thank you so much for your generous contributions and for helping us to give back to our
community. We are so grateful and proud!
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WFA Christmas Fair

Dear parents/carers,

Our much loved and very popular Christmas Fair is back again on the 29th of November, and we need
your help.

We are looking for volunteers!

We need help setting up on the 28th of November afternoon, from 1.30pm , to move things over to the
New and Old Hall and generally getting things ready for Saturday.

If you can spare some time, even if only for an hour, on the 29th of November, come and give us a hand
please. We need help setting up, running stalls and to clean up after the Fair.

In the run up to the Fair, we are planning on 2 Mufti days as usual, where we ask for your kind donations.

First Mufti Day is on 24th of October. Please see the list for the first Mufti Day donations on the next
page.

!!! SANTA WANTED !!!

If you love all things Christmas, getting into character and working with children, we would love to hear
from you!

It would be very sad to close the Grotto early, if we can't find someone else to cover 1pm to 2.30pm.

We are asking our lovely bakers to once again kindly bake and donate some lovely cakes, cookies,
brownies, cup cakes etc.

We also welcome shop bought items, not only home made ones.

The baked goods can be taken to the school office on the Friday 28th November afternoon, or on the
morning of Saturday 29th Strictly NUT FREE . Please label your container/plate/box clearly with
ingredients and your name/child name and class if you wish to get the container back.

We need any unwanted new gifts and also look for donations of elf suits and Christmas decorations. If
you have any in good condition please drop them at the school office for the attention of WFA. Thank
you.

If you can help, or for more information please let your class reps know, or email on
wfa.sutton@gmail.com

Thank you!

WFA

mailto:wfa.sutton@gmail.com
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Christmas Fair – Fundraising Support Needed
Butler's Homes have agreed to sponsor our Christmas fair again for the 4th year - if we can meet a
small target of 50 boards - and are making us another personalised Christmas themed board.

Every board that is put up outside the home of a parent or family member in Sutton leading up to the
Christmas Fair for a few weeks generates money for the school.

Last year 50 parents helped us raise £700 through boards alone!

Can you help us this year raise money for the school in exchange for having a board outside your home
for approx 4-5 weeks? They are removed 2 to 3 days after the event.

All you need to do is supply us with your name, address and contact number and we take care of the
rest.

If you are willing to have a Christmas board up outside your home to help raise funds for the school,
please contact wfa.sutton@gmail.com

Thank you

The WFA

mailto:wfa.sutton@gmail.com
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For Parents - Should I Use Screentime as a Reward?
It's such a difficult one for parents as we're living in a time where screen use starts at a very early age. But
should we use screen time to support positive behaviours or even take away screens as a punishment? The
answer is that there is no single answer, it very much depends on individual circumstances, but it was a
question posed to some experts on Internet Matters which will hopefully give parents some food for
thought.

Have a look at the article from the Internet Matters website HERE.

Character.AI - Teens Banned from Chatbots
Since it first came out a few years ago, Character.AI (and other AI chatbots) have been a significant
safeguarding concern for many highly inappropriate chats, advice, and even instrumental in some really
tragic outcomes, with some AI companies, including Character.AI, facing lawsuits. What would be basic
common sense to most ordinary people is that some services are simply not suitable for children, but tech
companies continue to fail over and over again and it's usually only down to intense public and media
attention where you see positive action being taken.

In the case of Character.AI, as of 25th Nov under 18s will no longer be able to use the chat function, they
will only be able to generate content such as videos rather than talk to the characters. This is a welcome
move, and a guardrail that should have existed from the very start, but it's one of many chatbots that are
out there (just look on the Apple App store and Google Play to see how sexualised many of them are).
Anecdotally, we know that children from around the age of 7 are using chatbots for a variety of reasons,
one of the main (concerning) ones being loneliness.

You can read the full article about Character.AI on the BBC website HERE.

Sutton Men’s Day
Sutton Men's Day is taking place on Thursday 20th November 2025. This is a day for men to come together to talk
about how they can work together to promote safer communities for all.

Details of events, funded by MOPAC, in conjunction with Community Action Sutton and Sutton Women's Centre, being
held can be found here: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/sutton-mens-day-tickets-1932631545979?aff=oddtdtcreator

The events are an opportunity for men to come together to talk about how they can network positively to promote
safer communities, constructively confront harmful influences on younger men and boys and work towards safer,
healthier relationships, for all.

Men and women alike can thrive through positive connection but there's lots of influence and ideas out there,
particularly targeting boys and young men, that can lead to unhelpful - or even unsafe - beliefs, behaviours and
relationships. Coming together to take stock, share ideas, hopes, concerns and strategies doesn't happen often
enough - Let's do it!!

This event will provide the opportunity for men to have really good conversations, and is timed to coincide with
International Men's Day, a chance to focus on Men's Health and challenges. It also comes shortly before White Ribbon
Day and the start of the 16 Days of Activism Against Male Violence Against Women and Girls.

Bring a mate, a male relative, a male colleague or team mate, or just come along by yourself.

The sessions will be co-facilitated by Michel Conroy, the founder and director of Men At Work CIC, and Lee Chambers,
founder and director of Male Allies UK.

https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/question/should-i-use-screen-time-as-a-reward/
Since it first came out a few years ago, Character.AI (and other AI chatbots) have been a significant safeguarding concern for many highly inappropriate chats, advice, and even instrumental in some really tragic outcomes, with some AI companies, including Character.AI facing lawsuits. What would be basic common sense to most ordinary people is that some services are simply not suitable for children, but tech companies continue to fail over and over again and it's usually only down to intense public and media attention where you see positive action being taken.
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/sutton-mens-day-tickets-1932631545979?aff=oddtdtcreator
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We’re a Voice 21 Oracy School!
Voice 21 is the national charity that advocates for and supports schools in delivering a high-quality
oracy education. In continuing our relationship with Voice 21 for another year, we are part of a
network of over 1,100 Voice 21 Oracy Schools across the UK that are transforming teaching and
learning through talk.

Why oracy matters?

Oracy is articulating ideas, developing understanding and engaging with others through speaking,
listening and communication.

We actively invest teaching time into creating "talk-rich" classrooms, valuing every student voice,
boosting confidence, and preparing our students for their futures.

● Speaking and listening skills are critical foundations for reading and writing.

● Students with better oral language skills are more likely to achieve the highest grades in
GCSE Maths and English.

● Young people with good communication skills are less likely to have mental health
difficulties.

By teaching students to become effective speakers and listeners, we empower them to understand
themselves, each other, and the world around them better.

Why are we a Voice 21 Oracy School?

As a Voice 21 Oracy School, we are placing oracy at the heart of our teaching and learning across all
subject areas enabling students to develop and deepen their knowledge and understanding through
talk in the classroom.

In Voice 21 Oracy Schools:

● 89% of students agree/strongly agree that speaking and listening has helped them make
progress with their school work.

● 77% of teachers said that oracy had boosted attainment.

● 96% of teachers said that oracy is an essential part of teaching and learning.

Find out more about oracy and Voice 21 here

https://voice21.org/
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HPL at Westbourne

As a re-accredited HPL World Class School (https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/westbourne-primary-
school/UploadedDocument/013b69d7-a2ed-4e8b-a945-632118753e46/newsletter-11th-july-2025.pdf ), we will
continue to optimise and systematise HPL at Westbourne (for children, staff and parents, too) as members of the
prestigious HPL Fellowship and Global Community.

If you are new to the school and/or wish to find out more about HPL, please find below a couple of posters
summarising the HPL skills; you can also find more information by clicking on our website’s HPL navigation tab:
https://www.westbourne.sutton.sch.uk/topic/hpl

There is also a wealth of assemblies on HPL competencies on the school website: https://westbourne-primary-
school.primarysite.media/playlist/school-assemblies-spring-term-2021

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/westbourne-primary-school/UploadedDocument/013b69d7-a2ed-4e8b-a945-632118753e46/newsletter-11th-july-2025.pdf
https://www.westbourne.sutton.sch.uk/topic/hpl
https://westbourne-primary-school.primarysite.media/playlist/school-assemblies-spring-term-2021
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Weekly Attendance

This Week’s 
Overall 

Attendance
Attendance has improved 
this week, averaging at 
96.5% - well done! Let’s 
get it even higher next 
week!

Class %

Ember 97.7

Thames 100.0

Avon 91.3

Cherwell 94.5

Waveney 91.3

Ribble 95.3

Eden 99.0

Beverley 97.3

Mole 97.7

Mersey 97.3

Kennet 96.7

Fleet 98.7

Lea 98.0

Tay 92.0

Dart 99.3

Medway 95.0

Tyne 94.3

Tweed 97.0

Trent 96.0

Derwent 98.0

Wandle 99.3
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Online Safety: The Dangers of Vaping

Important information about The Dangers of Vaping from The National Online Safety:
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/
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Let’s Focus on Art – The Westbourne Gallery

As you may be aware, a couple of years ago we invested in a wonderful Art Gallery at school: many
beautiful paintings (quality prints on canvas, despite some children still asking whether they are the
originals…) are adorning the walls of the New Build staircase.
This week, we are focusing on: The Fighting Temeraire, by William Turner, England – 19th Century.
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FREE Workshop – Managing Big Emotions
Westbourne Primary School are running a workshop on:
Managing Big Emotions on THURSDAY 27TH NOVEMBER 2025 08:45 - 10:15AM
• Come along to understand more about emotional regulation and learn practical strategies for
supporting children in managing their emotions.
• This workshop helps parents and carers to connect with their children so that big feelings are better
understood and feel easier to manage.
• The coffee morning followed by Q&A will be led by Dr Freya Marshall, Educational Psychologist from the
Educational Wellbeing Service.
• No booking required: Please just come along on the day!
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Dates for your diary (please also check the Calendar on the website)

Class of the week
Congratulations to the following classes:

Infants: Y2 Eden Class
Juniors: Y3 Fleet Dart Class

for their excellent behaviour! Eden Class will have access to
the ‘Top Fun Bus’ whilst Fleet Class can go on the ‘Trim Trail’
or – if wet - use the School Council’s Drawing Box!

Lunchtime Awards

Y1 Waveney Class (Infants) and Y4 Lea Class
(Juniors) for showing great manners in the
dinner hall at lunchtime! Waveney Class will
have the privilege of dining at the very special
‘top table’ in the hall, whereas Lea Class have
exclusive access to the Reading Shed.

Autumn Term 2025

WFA Mufti Day Friday 21st November

WFA Christmas Fair Saturday 29th November: 11am – 2pm 

Headteacher’s Award

HPL focus: VAAs

Nursery: Amal
Avon: Shreyas
Ember: Savannah
Thames: Willow
Cherwell: Clara
Ribble: Adrian
Waveney: Janna
Beverley: Ryan
Eden: Aiden
Mole: Isaiah
Fleet: Afan

Kennet: Sonic
Mersey: Jessica
Dart: Aamira
Lea: Kaden
Tay: Asher
Medway: Ibraheem
Tweed: Aaric
Tyne: Sophie
Derwent: Amelia
Trent: Nivethika
Wandle: Amelia

Smart Award
Congratulations to the following children for 

looking smart in their uniform around the school! 

Avon: Nieve
Ember: Mia 
Thames: Titus
Cherwell: Stephen
Ribble: Victor
Waveney: Psalm
Beverley: Atheeran
Eden: Ammanya
Mole: Sam
Fleet: Amy
Kennet: James

Mersey: Kahina
Dart: Elly
Lea: Ryan
Tay: Eissa
Medway: Ibraheem
Tweed: Kiaan
Tyne: Isma
Derwent: Isabel
Trent: Daniel
Wandle: Hollie


