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What is it?

The Year 1 Phonics Screening
Check is a short, simple check
that helps us understand

how well your child can

read words using their
phonics knowledge.

When and how is it done?

The check is not seen
by teachers before
the day.

It is conducted
1 child at a time
with a familiar member

of staff.

Most children don't even
~  know they are doing it! ~

0 It takes placein a
“ familiar setting.

How you can help

S=; D

Keep practising Encourage
phonics at home confidence

Use the sounds and Praise their efforts
words your child and remind them
brings home and that it’s a chance

to show what the
share books together. s Y

Avoid absence

Keep it positive
Please do not book
holidays, appointments
or other absences
during this week.

A calm, supportive
attitude helps
your child feel

relaxed and ready.

-Secreen

sar 1 Phonics
e ing Che'clf

information for Parents

Monday
14th June

2027

Why is it important?
The phonics screening check gives us
valuable information about your child’s
progress and helps us to provide the

right support if needed. It also helps us
track how well phonics is working

— >
The pass mark

The pass mark has been

32/40 for the past few years
but can change.

—=2s

What does it involve?
Your child will read 40 words, including:
® real words (e.g. cat, ship, green)

1 WEEK

® and made-up (nonsense) words
(e.g. blet, shig, vound).

Alien (pseudo) words

In the check, children also read a set of

alien (pseudo) words. These are made-up words
that follow the same phonics rules as real words,
but they are not real words and children will not
have had any exposure to them before.

This helps to check their phonics knowledge
and their ability to sound out unfamiliar words.

Those who do not reach
the expected level given
extra support.

It's a small check with a big picture...
and it helps us continue to support your child's reading journey_



(Screening check example ™ [fv—]|~
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Learning b and d is so important. There were 11 words containing b/d in 2019
screening check. These would be wrong if b/d are confused.
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> Same shapes... different directions! =
4 N

v

v
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Word Correct | Incorrect | Comment Word Correct | Incorrect | Comment
sut vaw
yad meast
dop waib -
uct zome
meck brend <
shig throst
joil stret
chort spraw
blem few
drell fried «
fusp beak —
quisk cute
shop crust
yell trails
peel strip
check sCraps
plug labeal <
sweep vanish
soft blossom D
yards thankful




Why do children make

letter reversals?

- b,d, pand g -

It can be worrying when your child writes a letter the wrong way round,

|t’s not

iust &
m“stake...
it’s part 0

Vv,

but letter reversals are very common - and usually a normal part of learning.

How can you help

at home?

Here are some simple and fun ways

to pre-arise and practise letter direction:

Talk about
direction

Left hand,

right foot! &
Use everyday language
to reinforce left and right.

Spot it in the
environment

b

Look for b, d, p and q
in books, signs, logos
and everyday items.

Use hands
and actions

Encourage your child
to make the letters
with their hands or body.

Try letter Read and write

Be patient and positi
formation games together e patient and positive

Reversals can be frustrating,
but with gentle practice,

d b d encouragement and time,
P q most children get there.

Use playdough, chalk, Point out the letters
g P itive...
sand or tracing. Try in simple words and S~ Keep it poliles' el
'

f’l;ag:\ g ::;l': L read them aloud. progress ta
- s :
4 S \

But letters are 2D... The letters b, d, pand q

These letters have similar lines
and curves, but the direction
does matter.

Babies are born with
mirror invariance

From a very young age, babies can
recognise an object no matter what
direction it is facing. This is called
mirror invariance.

Letters are flat (2D) so this rule
doesn’t apply. A letter doesn’t look
the same when it’s facing the
wrong way round.

A chair is still a chair if it's upside
down, facing left or right - K
its position doesn’t matter. =% b b has a bump d has a bump
4 b on the left on the right b T T h
p and q look similar, n
but they face different > z h b
arectins ; : the ba
chaic chair chair chair R hos okl poady
ide d facing left)  (facing right p has a tai q has a tai
Criglal) gk Seacli on the right on the left k

- the stick

= Same shapes... different directions! =
7 N

g hit the
@] bd \él drum with
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Small steps make a big difference!

(1) Learning the sounds
Start with the first set of sounds: s a t i p n.

Say the sound, not the letter name.

Use the Jolly Phonics actions to help
your child remember.

Look for the sounds in words around you
(e.g. s in sun, a in apple). Quick recall !
= The children need to be

N N7 e o

i : bl ise th
a n able to recognise the
S t : ' P e sounds by looking at the
(o o) ‘ “ ‘ & 3 ) letter card at speed !
sun apple || train ink | . pig || net

Pure Sound
What is pure phonics sound? Pronouncing each letter
sound clearly and distinctly without adding additional

&

Adding an uh sound to
'c" and 't' makes the

word sound like cuatu Q)
olly_
when blended. JPhonl es

sounds to the end e.g. 'f' not 'fuh.

The actions will help |




Watch someone say
the sounds. Pay
attention to where her
tongue and teeth are
to make the sounds.
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PHONICS

. LETTER SOUNDS ORDER e
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/\Y JoLLY PHONICS GROUPS /'
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0 Oral blending

Help your child to blend sounds together

before reading the word.

® Say the sounds slowly, then say the word.

Top tips
for ‘P)drents

® Use real objects, pictures or magnetic letters.

® Encourage your child to say the sounds out loud

and then blend them.

s—-a-
sat

Oral Blending

Oral blending is the skill of combining individual spoken phonemes (sounds) to form a whole
word, a foundational skill in early reading and phonics. For example, an adult will say the
sounds /c/-/a/-/t/ and will blend them to say cat. This is a critical step before children can
blend written letters to read words, making it a key early literacy skill taught through fun,
simple games and activities.

Click on these videos to try out this skill.

More available on the
Westbourne website



e Blending CVC words

Once your child is confident with the first sounds,

S Helping your child .
@“y to become a confident Top tips

o ents
Q PhOﬂlCS reader for P:"

\\_

Small steps make a big difference!

Q Blending CCVC words

Next, try words with two consonants at the start

move on to simple 3 letter words (consonant-vowel-consonant). (e.g. fl, st, br).

® Say the sounds, blend them, then read the word.
® Use picture cards, magnetic letters or write the words

® Say the sounds, blend them, then read the word.
® Encourage your child to look, say, blend and read.

Can | read this word? No? Step 2.

Identify the sounds

together.
e \r N ( : NI ) P e W ' g Y
St 5_“_ ol ' .).'“ ) P
cat dog sun pig £
: ro star | truck | | brush
| cat Q cog N sun g pig Qi A JL Al 4
o . - S Watch a video fo see
o 9 % mal B _-"i_l___ how to sound out and
cat cat cat cat RESATAY blend
XX £ o

q Say the word and idenlify its meaning.

Blend the sounds together
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Small steps make a big difference!

e Recognising digraphs in words

Teach your child to spot common digraphs (two letters
that make one sound) before sounding out the rest of the word

® Underline the digraph first, then sound out the word.
Spotit -~ Underlineit — Sound it out!

chip cake

® 00
L]
r a ln Eventually
% S they wont
Say the * * ¢ need to do
digraph then Digraphs this as they
sound out the Children need to practise will do it

spotting them together in

word. B it i automatically.

Y
sunny




e Reading phrases and sentences

Once your child can read words, move on to phrases
and then simple sentences.

® Start with short, familiar phrases.
® Build confidence with simple, meaningful sentences.

a red cat - The cat is big.
~ the big sun The dog is in the sun.
in the park - Ican see a pig.

Q : . ; . | _\ ff)
5 %/\\‘(\ Together we can build confident, independent readers! ,ﬁ



o Learning tricky words

Tricky words can't always be sounded out, so they need to be learnt by sight.
® Look, say, cover, write, check.
® Use them in sentences. m e

4

® Practise little and often.

Common tricky words at this stage:

the [BtoN Whol (1go
I into  he  she

-a
Tricky words (words that have a part that is tricky and can't be sounded out) are taught in this order.

for ;’:?‘gﬁ:ﬂ:?ﬂ Tr'ickg '.gur'ds 1] Tricky words 2 Tricky words 3 Trickglwords 4 T"iCkEU*:UI'"EdS 5 Itis Impor‘TClnT Chlldr‘en
ned Green blue rurple :
. . . e e ) aluays Igarn to recognise these by
any cou sight - they are colour
the the all o give many should father coded by book colour. The
he he ou . upon children will not be able to
Y so little more would
. e o ) cover read that coloured book
my own before right . unless they know the
eig .
me me come one what other two sounds and tricky words for
we we come by - . . every that colour.
be e . | i once There are games to play
. e because goes olso for tricky words on the
here old where want does we bS i"'e. Tricky Words
1‘0 aﬁe.r‘ Try and find the tricky part of each word
'H"l&l"& Irke W}'I.O saw made L a
do love @
they have which put their

SET 2 - Red tricky words
f mother
)
SET 3 - Yellow lm.k‘,‘ words



Reading
longer words
N
Try these... When a word is longer or has more than one syllable, WL Fe u

split it into smaller parts. This helps you sound it out
step by step!

nﬂ k I n 0 Look for 9 Sound out 9 Blend the O Check it
natural breaks each part parts together makes sense

Find the syllables Say each part Once you've sounded Read the word again.
or parts of the word. slowly, using your out each part, Does it look right?
You can often split phonics knowledge read the whole word Does it sound right?
at a vowel or (e.g. digraphs, trigraphs  smoothly. Does it make sense
between consonants. and known sounds). in the sentence?

r 1 S r 4
B Q) @
magnet T G e

this!
to help you. bit at a time- together You've 90t '

Let's try a longer word...

but | ter  f

/ /

buh - t ter

putterfly

Q?I
-

= -~
/ \

<

=
3

Tre#pass



\ SOUﬂd it OUt...

’ w.\th dOtS and dGSheS! : Let’s look at some examples...

We use dots and dashes to help us sound out words,

especially when we see digraphs (two letters that make one sound). " X
; ship rain | moon
t sh i p r ai n m 00 n
Dots & Dashes
| & \)
Each dot goes under a single A dash (underline) shows a digraph % < A~ i
letter sound (a phoneme). - two letters that make one sound. S i 079 0
° “sh™ is a digraph, “ai” is a digraph, “00” is a digraph,
€.9. C a t e.g. Sh | P so we use a dash. so we use a dash. so we use a dash.
®e o o e o o
" Remember... )
S\ «/ Each dot = one sound (letter). mﬂ".v‘s"'
‘/ ; «/ Each dash (underline) = a digraph (two letters, one sound). & ﬂ:&as

\ ‘)
S +/ Say the sounds, then blend them together to read the word!

—: Look - Say - Blend . Read - Grow! /:
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Reading Boost groups 2 ", au

-

haunt

All of the children will be in Reading
Boost groups throughout the year - we
will assess them and use the boost
groups to reinforce any sounds they
are unsure of. N

launch

August

astronaut

e et e i Tl Tt

When your child has had a Reading Boost session they may
bring a sheet home that shows the sound they have been
learning.

On the back will be words and sentences containing that

sound to practise.
These are to stay at home. Please record how they got on in

their yellow reading record.




(Reading books
|

AR R R R RN l
e — e

vt T e ok T RECORD ANY
— 7 L READING OR
eve ' | PHONIC ACTIVITY
: IN THE YELLOW

Level 3 e

Level 4 -

H O
i
:

Leve' 5 2 Bt o o2t 1

Decodable Reading Books
Designed to practise & apply phonic knowledge - read more
than once for fluency.

READING RECORD.

Free choice
Non-decodable

Changed as often as required
SHARED with an adult
Widen their range



At every stage the words are . Joll
within reach of the children as Jolly Phonlc Readers Phonics
they use their letter sound
knowledge and the tricky words )
2. Each book lists the main alternative e i’f:“:ﬁ‘i%’i"f%,’:’f&}}f;‘
letter-sound spellings and a small number B e e o o e e 2
of tricky words. o Sy e S, 2 e ——
-6 2 SR e RN i
3. Tips for teachers and parents. =AU (s M X e i SRR
2 A e X » 20 Cadcaien o
4. Reading comprehension questions and RN S AR Tt o —
discussion fopics. LIy ()
e ‘e de - o .-.:::..—'-.“.”“.’..-...—-

Each level of the readers builds
on knowledge and skills previously
learned so that they are able to
practise blending until it is the
automatic response to working
out new words.

Children need to know
the sounds and tricky
words in each colour

book BEFORE starting

that colour.

Y
sunny

Tricky words (words that have a part that is tricky and can't be sounded out) are taught in this order.

> | Tricky words 1| Tricky words 2
Red

Tricky words 3 Tricky words 4 Tricky words 5
Green Blue Pur,

ple
. always
are 90 live any could e

father
many should

love

they have which
mother
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onics at Home ol

d Often Makes a Big Difference\‘
’.——-——\

become a confident reader and builds their independence, kePS

v Practising phonics skills a little and often helps your chilg ol

Play the phonic games
on the school website

3
v
fluency and love of learning. \9 'é;
Sound out and blend
/‘ V4
Use the word lists «] sat r

There are lots of fun
and interactive games
to help your child practise
their phonics skills
at home.

Reading practice
doesn't have to last

30 minutes

sent home to practise .-
sounding out and blending m
words. This helps your child

build their confidence
and reading fluency.

16 make a difference!

Look at the non-screen
time activities

Explore the activities
on our website such as
Silly Soup. These are great
for practising phonics skills
in a hands-on, fun way.

9 Learn the sounds

the sounds and be able B .
to recognise them G n m
at speed. This helps with =

both reading and spelling. @ ot A\
-

Help your child learn

sp®

Encourage your child to
read lots of different
things - recipes, magazines,
signs, leaflets and more.
The more they read,

the stronger their

phonics skills become.

Recipe '

()

Look at feedback
from adults \ /

In the reading record,

find the feedback section

in the games to help you
practise. This gives your child
helpful tips and support
from their teachers and
adults at home.

”_ Please record anything e b

V _ you have done in the yellow e
/ N

the different
you're support"3

reading records. " il )



Resources on the school website

alo| o v BN
FUN PHONIC GAMES - made by us to

match our scheme, learn phonics in a fun
Nursery Reception Year1 way !

- Year 2 Year 3 Year 4
Westbourne Primary School
Year 5 Year 6 Video Resource Centre
Galtery Online Safety Monster Claus!

g Supaorti.ng Iour Child’s
«=— Phonics Journe
Eg -, Little steps... big pmgress[y\, abc

This page is for parents and contains

Allergy Information Wrap-around Care: KidsZone  Oracy - Voice 21 Oracy School . .
New Starters - September Curriculum Family Support Worker fur'.‘-her' lnformaTlon abou-r The SCheme
Westbourne Primary School — — — and you can also hear the sounds

pronounced correctly.

Children's Wellbeing and Forest School Newsletters
Mental Health

- School Meals School Uniform
Phonics

WFA Online Safety information for
Home >> Parents >> Phonics Parents/Carers




Practical games for phonics ¢ a ¢

word / sound fishing

Use a game you have at
home to help with learning.
Stick the sounds or words
on the pieces. Games make
learning fun !

Sound sticker book

Write the sounds you are learning
in a book - find pictures/ stickers
that have that sound in them.

You could write the words too by
sounding them out. The word
bank will help with ideas.

Paint strip words

Use the sections on the paint
strips to sound out the words.

GAMES YOU CAN MAKE &

PLAY AT HOME

Cut up the sections and
jumble them - can your
child put them in the right
order ?

Silly soup

Make a soup with a given sound
- only add the object that
contains the chosen sound.

Tricky word / sound hunt

Choose a tricky word / sound
you are learning. Look for it in a
book or piece of writing - use
coins or counters to cover
them.

Full set available on

School website - Parents page
- phonics



"The 5 basic skills < B -
of phonics

1) Learning the letter sounds

Lotterjoin.~

How to hold a pencil

2) Letter formation

3) Blending

4) |dentifying sounds in words

5) Tricky Words

Curly Caterpillar Letters Long Ladder Letters

g il

ﬂdﬂﬂglﬁ%ﬂ{

Tripod Grip Rhyme Listen to the rhyme: )

Right Handed Grip P 0.00/008 wm— @

2 K 2 da

Tell the story, sing
the song and perform

+he action

Pretend to be a mouse.

Wriggle fingers like whiskers
and squeak i, i.
cat cat cat
oo e c—lp
Con | reod this word? No? Step 2 idently the sounds. Blend the sounds together.

SONG (Tune: Camptown Races)

My ear hurt.
I was in pain.

/ai/? /ail? ‘
N 9

My ear hurt.
I was in pain.
What did you try to Say?

ACTION: Cup
your hand over
your ear as if
you are trying to
hear Somefhmg‘
and say ai?

Identify the sounds in words(decoding)

T T

“Im/” “15/" “Ipl”



We continue to |

. (,W“ow theCode ~ & &

The JOHY Phoni(,:s scheme As your child gets older, they will learn more ways hEﬂ.Eh hE tree
starts by teaching 1 way of to represent each sound. This helps them become =\
making each sound. We the more confident, fluent readers and spellers. 4 Children will eventually
Grow the Code throughout f e ‘ learn that a letter of
the rest of the infants and . group of letters can
Juniors. Receptlpn Year 1 Y-e_ar g Years 3 & 4.+ represent different

We start with We add more We discover We keep growing sounds

the basics ways alternatives )

Children learn less

Children learn the Children learn that Children learn different common spellings,
including split digraphs,

most common letters some sounds can be graphemes that can P %
and sounds, linking represented by more represent the same consonant blends, H—,
. trigraphs and alternative e
a sound to a single than one letter (grapheme). sound. They become A E' - s E
. ) r — )

spellings for the same

letter (or simple digraph). — = - better at choosing sound. This gives them
the right one in different more freedom and
words and situations. flexibility in reading
and writing.

Look at our Grow the code chart on the next slide for more information - there are 10 ways of making the ‘ai’ sound !

/a./ @b (a-e) @y’ () ceighy ey (@ b (ea) (ae)
: aim lake play vein weigh | grey | apricot | ballet | great |sundae

., Same sounds... a
pnore Ways, more P°5$|bllltle5l

The code doesn't stop - it just grows!
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English Alphabetical Code
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We continue to |

GroW the Code
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Here are some useful links and resources
= 1o support your child’s phonics journey" —

L < Email Us Visit Our Website Phonics Word Bank
’/ ‘ \ If you have any questions Scan the QR code to visit Click the link below to access

or would like to get in touch, our school website for our phonics word bank, full of
¥ . t

please email us at: more information, resources useful words to support
and updates. home learning and activities.
P\\ \CS P' esent ti

Your support and interest
make such a difference.

Remember...
Every child learns
at their own pace.
Q
With the right support,

practice and encouragement,

th ill get there!
~ ey will get there A

We hope you found the session
useful and informative. If you have
any further questions, please do
get in touch.




