
Parent Workshop - Reception -2023



Why Phonics ?



Jolly Phonic order of sounds

This is the order we learn the 
sounds in - this can be found IN 
READING RECORDS

Children learn 1 sound a day and 
can blend words like sat by day 3.



Growing the code

The Jolly Phonics scheme teaches one way of making each sound. Then,  we grow 
the code (this helps with spelling too)throughout the rest of infants and juniors. 
Children now learn that a sound can be represented in many ways.

Finally children learn that a letter or group of letters can represent different 
sounds. 

Phonics does not stop in  infants – there are 10 ways of making the ‘ai’ sound !



Grow the code
ON WEBSITE - PARENTS PAGE

This shows the whole overview of phonics - the yellow 
sounds are the ones that we teach first in Reception. 
Then as the children become more confident we teach 
them the other ways of making the sounds.



School Website – Parents - Phonics
All of the information about the scheme we use and 
how to pronounce the sounds are on the school 
website on the parents page - phonics..



1. Learn the sounds 

Jolly phonics – multi sensory - each sound has a….
-picture
-action
-songs

Helps them to remember !
The children need to be able to look at the letter without the 
picture and QUICKLY say the sound it makes. The better they 
are at this skill the better they will be at reading !



Pure pronunciation

Pure Sound
What is pure phonics sound? Pronouncing each letter sound 
clearly and distinctly without adding additional sounds to the 
end e.g. ‘f’ not ‘fuh.’

The actions will help !

….. And the audio on our school website.



Pure pronunciation

Cuh –a – tuh

cuhatuh

Adding an uh sound (not pure pronunciation) makes 
blending harder. Listen to the sounds on our website to 
hear how to pronounce them purely.

PURE PRONUNCIATION

Adding an uh sound 
when saying 
The sounds means that 
when blending the word 
sounds like cuhatuh



Sounds - how can you help ?

Learn the sounds when they are sent home.

To start with children may need the picture or action to help them but 
with practise they will be able to say the sound when they are shown 
the letter.



Stage 1 - pre blending skills

The first stage is being able to hear a word blended.

If the adult sounds out c-a-t can the child blend the 
sounds to hear and say the word cat.

These oral blending games are vital as a pre reading skill.

Play games where you ask them to get their b-a-g can 
they hear the word you sound out and do it !



Reading words - blending

as 
pat
sit
sat
tip
it
pit

If they can hear to blend a word the next stage is to say 
the sounds they see and blend them to read the word. 
This takes LOTS of practise.



Blending - How can you help ?

as 
pat
sit
sat
tip
it
pit

When your child is ready they will be given a word list.

They are not expected to learn the words but to be able 
to say the sounds and blend them to make a word. This 
is why being able to recognise and say the sounds 
quickly is vital.

You could ask them what the words mean too. 



Segmenting – for writing

The process of spelling is the reverse to reading. It requires children to identify the sounds in a word and then 
to match a letter (or letters) with that sound to essentially ‘make’ the word. This takes a five step process:

We use sound buttons to help

We use phonic fingers too.



Applying the phonics

Once children can sound out and blend to read words the next step is to learn 
how to read words in phrases and short sentences. This is trickier than reading 
words on their own and we use phonic books that contain only the sounds they 
have learnt to practise this.



Jolly Phonic readers

Each book in the Jolly Phonic Scheme has these 
features to help you when using the book at home.



Books matched to sounds

The books in our scheme are coloured and these match 
to the sounds contained in each book. The children 
need to know these sounds BEFORE they can read the 
book.

There are lots of games to help the children learn these 
sounds on the children’s page on our school website.



Tricky words

Each book contains some tricky words (these are words 
that can’t be completely sounded out). These are also 
colour coded to match the books and children can only 
read that colour WHEN THEY KNOW THE TRICKY 
WORDS. There are games for these on the children’s 
page on our website.



Reading books / sharing books

Free choice 
Non-decodable
Changed as often as required
SHARED with an adult
Widen their range

Decodable (able to sound out) Phonic books.
Designed to practise & apply phonic knowledge – read more than 
once for fluency.

RECORD ANY 
READING OR 
PHONIC ACTIVITY 
IN THE YELLOW 
READING RECORD. 



1 Book – 3 Tasks !



Reading at home 



Book bands / decodable books



I Spy phonic boards

At Westbourne we make 
phonics fun !



How can you help ?
This is a great resource for parents - they have come up 
with some great ideas for phonics using resources you 
will have at home. Great idea to follow them on 
facebook or instagram.



Activities at Home
We have lots of resources on our school website.
Online games that give feedback to the teacher & ideas 
for games that are not screen based.

The word bank can be 
used to give words for 
games you are playing. 
They are organised by 
sound and in the order of 
sounds taught in Jolly 
Phonics.

Non-screen based games ideas.(see next slide)



Practical games for phonics
GAMES YOU CAN MAKE & PLAY 
AT HOME

Full set available on

School website - Parents page -
phonics



Activities at Home

Play hunt the sounds…
Can you find something that begins with 
the sound….

Encourage your child to help you write 
a shopping list. Even if they can only 
hear the first sound.

Lots of opportunities to form the 
letter shapes.
In the bubbles in their bath,
With pasta
In the sand
In the air
On your back-play can you guess the 
sound.

Don’t feel like the activities have to take 
long periods of time 5 minutes is enough. 

Singing nursery rhymes in the 
car or on the walk to school is 
a great first step into 
phonics.

Playing I spy with first sounds 
is a brilliant way to engage 
children. They will love trying 
to trick you out!



Reading Record Activities

LEARN THE SOUNDS - Practise recognising 
and saying the sounds - the quicker they 
are at this the easier they will find 
blending to read.

WORD LISTS - sound out & blend the 
words. Check for understanding of the 
word meaning. Can they put it into a 
sentence (doesn’t have to be written)
Unusual words - replicate alien words .

READ LOTS - Share books as 
much as possible - enjoy 
stories together. Read lots of 
different things - recipes, 
magazines, leaflets - it’s all 
reading !

PHONIC 
GAMES - Play 
our online 
games see the 
Westbourne 
Website.

HAVE FUN - turn the learning 
into a game. Look at the non 
screen time games ideas on 
the website.

RECORD ANY READING OR PHONIC 
WORK IN THE READING RECORD.



Contact us

If you have any ideas for games that you would like to see on our website please contact us via our phonics e mail and we will do our best to make 
them.

Also, if you have any questions or suggestions for further workshops please let us know via e - mail

Thank you for all of your support with reading and phonics.


