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1

How many days had we been at war when this was published? 

War is declared 

This is part of the front page of the Sutton Times and Cheam Mail. 

What date was it published? 

'Shinners' was a large shop in Sutton.

What was 'arriving daily'?

Why might people want to buy black-out materials?



 

How were people going to know that an air raid was on the way?
 

 

Where were children's labels supposed to be kept?
 

 

How were people going to know that poison gas had been released?
 

 

What were people told to write on their identity labels?
 

Where were 'several thousand people' when war was declared?

How did people react when they heard the air raid sirens for the first time?



This photograph was taken on 24th September 1939. It shows 

some boys looking at a poster outside their school.

 

What did the poster tell them?

 

 

 

 

What do you think they might have been thinking when they looked at this

poster?

It was important for

everyone to 'do their bit' at

the start of the war. Even

children!

 

Here are some Scouts filling

sandbags. 

 

What do you think the

sandbags were going to be

used for?

2 Getting prepared

How would YOU

feel if you were

in their position?



On 7th September 1940, London suffered its first air raid. Bombers from

Germany would fly over to Britain with the aim of dropping flying bombs

on British factories, airfields, businesses and homes.

 

The people of Sutton joined with others around the country in creating

shelters that would offer them some protection if a bomb hit their home.

 

There were three main types of shelter in Sutton.

This was named after Herbert Morrison, the Minister of Home Security. It was an indoor shelter

which was made of a solid steel top and steel mesh on the sides. It was sold as a kit which

could be bolted together inside the house. It was designed to stay on the ground floor of the

house. 

3 Air Raid Shelters

Morrison Shelter1.

How was the Morrison shelter used here?

The Morrison Shelter at 19 Boundary Road, Wallington

Here is a Morrison shelter from 

Honeywood Museum.

The shelter was designed specially so that it didn't

take up too much space, ideal for small homes or

those with small gardens. It allowed two adults and

one child to sleep in it and had detachable sides so

that it could double up as a table.

How would YOU have used a Morrison

shelter in YOUR house?

 

Draw a picture of where a Morrison shelter

would have gone in YOUR home and how

you could have used it.



 

This was named after John Anderson, the Home

Secretary at the time. He was put in charge of Air

Raid Precautions in 1938. 

 

 The Anderson shelter was designed to be built in the

garden. It was sold as a kit which was made from six,

curved pieces of corrugated steel which were bolted

together at the top. It would then be half buried

underground.

 

Anderson shelters were very damp and cold and many

people preferred to stay inside their homes during an

air raid, despite the falling bombs!

 

 

 

 

2. Anderson Shelter

The Anderson Shelter at 54 Melbourne Road,

Wallington

It was designed to be

buried 1 metre

underground.

The Anderson Shelter...in numbers!

1.5 million Anderson shelters

were installed before war was

even declared! 

Up to six

people could fit

inside an

Anderson

shelter.

Anyone who

earned less

than £250 a

year was given

a FREE

Anderson

shelter.

An

Anderson

shelter cost

£7.

Anderson

shelters were 

6 feet tall, 6.5

feet long, 

and 4.5 feet

wide.

Imagine that the air raid

siren has gone off. You are

going to spend the rest of

the night in the Anderson

shelter. 

 

What would you take

with you?
 

Remember, it is

cold, damp and dark in

the shelter.

 

Draw what you would

take with you in the

suitcase.



Of course, not everyone would be at

home when an air raid began. Some

people might be at work, some might

be shopping, some might be at school!

This meant that large, communal,

public shelters needed to be built too. 

 

In March 1940, the government began

building shelters so that members of

the public could get to a shelter

quickly.

 

Here is a painting of the public shelter

in Grove Park in 1940. It was painted

by the local artist and craftsman Frank

R Dickinson. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Mr William Pugsley (in doorway facing left,

carrying gas mask).

 

 Mr Winkley (standing left of Mr Pugsley,

facing front). 

 

Mr Sidney Pride (standing in profile with trilby

hat). 

 

Mr Leese (standing to the left of Mr Pride). 

 

Mrs Andrews (seated next to Mr Leese).

A: 

R:

P:

Some of the people in the painting worked at Carshalton Food Office. 

 

Can you match the name to the person?

The first one has been done for you.

 

This photograph shows some

ARP wardens from Cheam. 

 

What do you think ARP stood

for?

 

3. Public Shelters



During World War 2, lots of ordinary people took on very special jobs to

help the war effort. Some of them were paid but many of them would

continue with their full time jobs as well as volunteering to save lives

and defend the nation. 

 

Can you match the wartime task to the group? 

The first one has been done for you.

 
 

4 The Home Front

Nurses at the Wallington First Aid PostAir raid wardens rescuing a woman from 

a bombed building.

The Home Guard parading 

through Wallington
The AFS (Auxilliary Fire Service) 

A boy in a bomb crater in Wallington Green.Wallington County Boys' School 

after a direct hit.

Two bombed houses on 

Croydon Road, Wallington

The corner of Lavender Road and 

Bernard Road in Carshalton.



The Wings for Victory campaign was held in 1943, from

March onwards, to raise money by encouraging civilians to

save their money by buying 'War Bonds'. It saw week long

events in towns and villages all across the country.

 

With the loss of 12,000 bomber aeroplanes during the

course of the war, the government needed money to build

replacements.

 

This was a huge fundraising effort which included parades

through major towns. 

 

'Wings for Victory' came to Sutton in May 1943.

 

 

5 'Wings for Victory' week

Wings for Victory parades in

Sutton (top)

and Cheam (bottom)

A model Spitfire in Carshalton

Ponds.
A fundraising stall 

at Wallington Station with

a game of 'Stretch Hitler's neck'.

Design a 'Wings for Victory' poster

Design a poster advertising 'War Bonds' to

raise money for new planes for the RAF.

 

Use words and phrases like...

 

Bring victory nearer!

Buy a bomber!

They can't do it without you!



On 8th May 1945, Germany surrendered and the war came to an end.

Peace was officially declared and VE (Victory in Europe) day was

celebrated. It was declared a national holiday!

 

Residents from all over the borough rejoiced at the news and

celebrated in style.

6 VE day celebrations

Lots of people celebrated by having street parties

with their neighbours. They made delicious party

food like Eggless fruit cake and Potato scones.

Elm Grove Street party

Elmwood School 

VE day party

William Road Street party

These children in Sutton built a 

huge bonfire to celebrate. 

 

What can you spot on the bonfire?

People saved up

their weekly rations

for the VE day

celebrations



Design your own VE day bunting



The lyrics to “We’ll Meet Again”

 We'll meet again

Don't know where

Don't know when

But I know we'll meet again 

Some sunny day

Keep smiling through

Just like you always do

'Till the blue skies chase

Those dark clouds far away

And I will just say "Hello" 

To the folks that you know

Tell them you won't be long

They'll be happy to know

That, as I saw you go

You were singing this song

We'll meet again

Don't know where

Don't know when

But I know we'll meet again

Some sunny day

And I will just say hello

To the folks that you know

Tell them you won't be long

They'll be happy to know

That, as I saw you go

You were singing this song

We'll meet again

Don't know where

Don't know when

But I know we'll meet again

Some sunny day 

Learn the words to 

'We'll meet again' by Vera

Lynn and join in the

national sing-along at 9pm

(if your parents let you

stay up that late!)

Ingredients:
 

1/2 pint of cold tea (no
milk)  

3oz butter
3oz sugar

3oz sultanas
10oz wholewheat flour

4 tsps of Baking powder
1 tsp of mixed spice
1 tsp of Cinnamon

 

1) Put the tea, sugar,
butter and sultanas in a
saucepan. Gently heat it
until the butter melts.
2) Let the mixture cool

down.
3) Mix in the dry

ingredients.
4) Grease a 7 inch cake

tin
5) Pour the mix into the
tin and bake it in the
oven for 45 mins at 180

degrees.
 

Ways to celebrate VE day at home

Bake an Eggless Sponge



Why not print out these templates

and make your own bunting to hang

up on the 75th Anniversary of VE

day?



 

Mr William Pugsley (in

doorway facing left,

carrying gas mask).

 

 

 Mr Winkley (standing

left of Mr Pugsley,

facing front). 

 

 

Mr Sidney Pride

(standing in profile

with trilby hat). 

 

 

Mr Leese (standing

to the left of Mr

Pride). 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Andrews

(seated next to Mr

Leese).

Answers

A:Air  

R: Raid

P: Precautions


